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            1   IN THE SUPERIOR COURT OF THE STATE OF WASHINGTON 
 
            2      IN AND FOR THE COUNTY OF KING 
                ---------------------------------------------------- 
            3   MATHEW AND STEPHANIE McCLEARY on   ) 
                their own behalf and on behalf of  ) 
            4   KELSEY and CARTER McCLEARY, their  ) 
                two children in Washington's public) 
            5   schools; ROBERT AND PATTY VENEMA,  ) 
                on their own behalf and on behalf  )SUPREME COURT 
            6   of HALIE AND ROBBIE VENEMA, their  ) 
                two children in Washington's public)NO. 84362-7 
            7   schools; and NETWORK FOR EXCELLENCE) 
                IN WASHINGTON SCHOOLS, ("NEWS"), a ) 
            8   state-wide coalition of community  ) 
                groups, public school districts,   ) 
            9   and education organizations,       ) 
                            PETITIONERS,           )  CASE NO. 
           10                                      ) 
                            VERSUS                 )07-2-02323-2SEA 
           11                                      ) 
                    STATE OF WASHINGTON,           ) 
           12                   RESPONDENT.        ) 
                ----------------------------------------------------- 
           13          Proceedings Before Honorable JOHN P. ERLICK 
                ----------------------------------------------------- 
           14 
                       KING COUNTY COURTHOUSE 
           15          SEATTLE, WASHINGTON 
 
           16 
                            DATED:  SEPTEMBER 21, 2009 
           17               Volume XII, Session 2 and 3 of 4 
 
           18 
                                A P P E A R A N C E S: 
           19 
 
           20               FOR THE PETITIONERS: 
 
           21 
                                BY:  THOMAS F. AHEARNE, ESQ., 
           22                        CHRISTOPHER G. EMCH, ESQ., 
                                     EDMUND ROBB, ESQ. 
           23 
                            FOR THE RESPONDENT: 
           24 
                                BY:  WILLIAM G. CLARK, ESQ., 
           25                        CARRIE L. BASHAW, ESQ. 
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            1 
 
            2                   P R O C E E D I N G S 
 
            3                        (Open court.) 
 
            4               THE BAILIFF: All rise.  Court is again in 
 
            5   session. 
 
            6               THE COURT:   Please be seated. 
 
            7               Mr. Robb, would you like to call 
 
            8   petitioners' next witness. 
 
            9               MR. ROBB:  Yes. 
 
           10               The petitioner call Mr. Maestas, principal 
 
           11   founder of El Centro de la Raza. 
 
           12               THE COURT:  Please come to the stand,. 
 
           13               Mr. Maestas, please raise your right hand. 
 
           14          ROBERTO FILIPE MAESTAS, 
 
           15               Having been first duly sworn, 
 
           16               Testified as follows: 
 
           17 
 
           18               THE COURT:  Please be seated.  Sir, would 
 
           19   you please state your full name and spell for us your 
 
           20   last name and give us your contact address. 
 
           21               THE WITNESS:  Roberto Filipe, F-I-L-I-P-E, 
 
           22   Maestas, M-A-E-S-T-A-S, 2524-16th Avenue South, 
 
           23   Seattle, Washington 98144. 
 
           24               THE COURT:  Thank you, sir. 
 
           25               Mr. Robb. 
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            1               DIRECT EXAMINATION 
 
            2 
 
            3   BY MR. ROBB: 
 
            4      Q.  Good morning, Mr. Maestas? 
 
            5      A.  Buenos dias. 
 
            6      Q.  I would like to start with talking a little bit 
 
            7   about your background and education, if we could. 
 
            8          Did you grow up in Washington State? 
 
            9      A.  My former years in the northern part of New 
 
           10   Mexico, about 60 miles northeast of Santa Fe, and 10 
 
           11   miles as the crow flies from another township called 
 
           12   Las Vegas, not as the famous as the other one, but is 
 
           13   more beautiful. 
 
           14      Q.  So was that basically a suburb of Santa Fe, 
 
           15   then? 
 
           16      A.  No.  You know, I grew up in a village with a 
 
           17   marvelous name of San Augustin' de Valle Nuestra de 
 
           18   Lourdes. 
 
           19          I like to say that because it is the little 
 
           20   village that time forgot and I want to make it famous. 
 
           21      Q.  What was it like? 
 
           22      A.  It is a little box canyon river valley and in 
 
           23   my -- our little subsystem farm was bordered by the 
 
           24   Gallinas River.  On our town -- plot was a one-room 
 
           25   school house that had a -- 
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            1               THE COURT:  Let's go off the record. 
 
            2                   (Court was recessed.) 
 
            3                        (Open court.) 
 
            4               THE COURT:  All right.  Let's try.  I 
 
            5   turned off the PA.  We don't need the PA for the 
 
            6   session. 
 
            7               Sorry about that, Mr. Robb. 
 
            8               MR. ROBB:  No problem, your Honor. 
 
            9               THE COURT:  Mr. Maestas, all right, let's 
 
           10   proceed. 
 
           11   BY MR. ROBB: 
 
           12      Q.  You were telling us about your village, I 
 
           13   believe. 
 
           14      A.  Yes.  One-room school house with grades -- one 
 
           15   teacher for grades 1 through 8. 
 
           16      Q.  Do you know Ben Soria? 
 
           17      A.  I do. 
 
           18      Q.  He has testified earlier in this case.  He 
 
           19   talked about when his family came to the United States 
 
           20   and in grade school. 
 
           21          When did your family cross the border of the 
 
           22   United States? 
 
           23      A.  I got asked that a lot.  After a long time, I 
 
           24   decided to just say "we never -- my family did not 
 
           25   cross the border.  The border crossed us." 
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            1          One of my nephews, a lawyer, did well, and 
 
            2   devoted a lot of money and energy to trade the family 
 
            3   history. 
 
            4          Our family has been in the Northern New Mexico 
 
            5   area for 13 generations; that would be before the 
 
            6   Mexican-American War. 
 
            7      Q.  Was your first language English or Spanish? 
 
            8      A.  Spanish. 
 
            9      Q.  You spoke Spanish in your home? 
 
           10      A.  The little village, there was about 12 
 
           11   homesteads.  And there was never any need to speak 
 
           12   English, because everybody spoke Spanish. 
 
           13      Q.  When did you learn English? 
 
           14      A.  My favorite uncle of 12 aunts and uncles that I 
 
           15   was raised with, including four other grandchildren -- 
 
           16   all raised by my maternal grandparents -- got a job in 
 
           17   Las Vegas, about an hour away and would come home on 
 
           18   weekends and bring catalogs and comic books. 
 
           19          I learned, I started to learn English with Bugs 
 
           20   Bunny and Porky Pig.  Because I would see the little 
 
           21   cartoons and I would ask somebody -- uncles or aunts 
 
           22   who had learned English -- to help me what did that 
 
           23   word mean, you know. 
 
           24          I had a little bit of that basis of English, 
 
           25   when I went to -- my grandfather determine that eight 
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            1   grades in one school room was absolutely untenable. 
 
            2          So, he sent my momma and all of us, 14 or 15 
 
            3   kids, depending upon who was -- to Las Vegas, while he 
 
            4   maintained our little homestead. 
 
            5          So that we could go to grade 1, 2, 3, 4, 5.  So 
 
            6   we spent the school year in Las Vegas and came back to 
 
            7   the village in the summer to work the farm. 
 
            8      Q.  How was that transition for you and to school? 
 
            9      A.  It was traumatic. 
 
           10          We went from very close-knit little village to 
 
           11   slum in the old part of town.  So that is when I began 
 
           12   to, you know, feel that the pressure of poverty. 
 
           13          And in the winter, which starts 7,000 feet above 
 
           14   sea level, sometimes there would be the water would 
 
           15   freeze up and we couldn't, know, wash.  Sometimes we 
 
           16   didn't have socks.  So, it was traumatic from that 
 
           17   standpoint. 
 
           18          On the educational side, the first day that I 
 
           19   went to school, the teacher called roll and told all 
 
           20   of us -- give us a new name.  "Ok, Roberto, your name 
 
           21   from now should be Bobby." 
 
           22          That worried me a bit, because I knew that my 
 
           23   momma -- and I mean grandmother -- I call my momma, 
 
           24   would not know how to pronounce that. 
 
           25          Then they gave us other instructions, you know, 
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            1   you will not speak Spanish in the hallway in the 
 
            2   classroom, in the yard, you will not speak Spanish at 
 
            3   all. 
 
            4          I do recall the first day, maybe an hour into 
 
            5   feeling a bit terrorized, I needed to go to the 
 
            6   bathroom and did not know how to say that. 
 
            7          So just from the pressure, I walked out the door 
 
            8   and I ran home.  I knew I was in trouble, but I went 
 
            9   into the chicken coop, because I used to tend the 
 
           10   chickens and feed them and get the eggs. 
 
           11          But so I hid there and I could hear people 
 
           12   looking for me, yelling for me.  I finally -- somebody 
 
           13   realized where I was.  They talked to me. 
 
           14          You know, they brought some of the kids from the 
 
           15   neighborhood and said, "you know, it is going to be 
 
           16   okay.  You will go to school tomorrow," blah, blah, 
 
           17   blah, blah.  I went back and I adjusted and here I am. 
 
           18      Q.  Did it take a while to adjust? 
 
           19      A.  I don't recall that it took a long time.  I 
 
           20   just realized that is what my momma wanted me to do, 
 
           21   that I needed to do it. 
 
           22      Q.  So how did you end up coming to Seattle? 
 
           23      A.  The uncle that worked in the "5 and 10" that 
 
           24   brought the catalogs that helped me learn how to read, 
 
           25   was taken to Korea and killed. 
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            1      Q.  That was in the Korean War? 
 
            2      A.  The Korean War. 
 
            3          He had a paper route in Las Vegas, the best 
 
            4   paper route in town.  I would go with him and follow 
 
            5   him and so I knew the route. 
 
            6          So when he left -- he was probably 18, I was 
 
            7   probably 12 -- he left the route to me.  That, you 
 
            8   know, was his greatest gift to me ever, because it was 
 
            9   a three-page newspaper.  I delivered about 250 of 
 
           10   them. 
 
           11          Sometimes I would have to wait hours when the 
 
           12   machines would break or -- I just became accustomed, 
 
           13   essentially, addicted to reading the newspaper and 
 
           14   trying to determine what it said. 
 
           15          Because it was screaming headlines right after 
 
           16   the Korean War, the McCarthy era, all kinds of world 
 
           17   event and sports.  I knew that it was an amazing 
 
           18   source of knowledge. 
 
           19          I tried very, very hard to understand.  What the 
 
           20   best part was that there was a lot of adults in my 
 
           21   family and in the neighborhood that I could ask 
 
           22   questions of, if I didn't understand, you know, like 
 
           23   major headlines like, "what does this mean? " 
 
           24      Q.  Does members of your family spoke and read 
 
           25   English as well? 
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            1      A.  Yes. 
 
            2          Some, some spoke good English, because two of my 
 
            3   uncles had been in the war, the Second World War. 
 
            4   They had learned English. 
 
            5          None had ever graduated from high school.  My 
 
            6   mother, who died when I was four or five months old, 
 
            7   my father left, was the first one in my family to 
 
            8   somehow graduate from high school.  I don't know all 
 
            9   of the details of how that happened. 
 
           10      Q.  When did you leave New Mexico to come up here 
 
           11   to Seattle? 
 
           12      A.  After the death of my uncle in the Korean War, 
 
           13   my momma -- my grandmother, said that was in deep 
 
           14   mourning, he was her youngest son, I was her youngest 
 
           15   grandson.  She wasn't recovering. 
 
           16          The trauma was a bit overwhelming.  I convinced 
 
           17   a neighbor that was going in the spring, I believe of 
 
           18   1951 -- no, I am sorry -- but the spring of 1953, I 
 
           19   convinced a neighbor a friend of mine told me in 
 
           20   school that they were going to work in the fields of 
 
           21   Colorado. 
 
           22          I told his parents that my momma and daddy had 
 
           23   given me permission to go.  But that was not true. 
 
           24   But they thought that it was.  So they took us on the 
 
           25   train from Las Vegas, New Mexico, to Pueblo, Colorado. 
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            1   That is the first time that I had ever been away from 
 
            2   home.  And was working in the fields in the big fields 
 
            3   in Pueblo. 
 
            4      Q.  As an agricultural worker? 
 
            5      A.  Yes. 
 
            6      Q.  Then did you come from there up to Seattle? 
 
            7      A.  The family gravitated north to Kansas, and if I 
 
            8   remember, Wyoming. 
 
            9          Another family that was along, had kept going 
 
           10   north, instead of going back to the Monroe family, I 
 
           11   tagged along with another family, who went to the 
 
           12   Yakima Valley. 
 
           13      Q.  Were they following the harvest? 
 
           14      A.  Yes, the migrant stream. 
 
           15      Q.  Then after that you came to live in Seattle? 
 
           16      A.  Yes. 
 
           17          From the Yakima Valley at the end of the -- that 
 
           18   summer and I had been told that a friend of my aunt's 
 
           19   lived in a place called Georgetown.  I went to look 
 
           20   for her.  I found her.  She had been friends, when 
 
           21   they were children in New Mexico. 
 
           22          I asked people I knew more or less where and 
 
           23   found the family and they took me in.  I enrolled at 
 
           24   Cleveland High School that fall. 
 
           25      Q.  So you were still high school-age at that 
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            1   point? 
 
            2      A.  Yes, I was 15 or so. 
 
            3      Q.  Then you had enrolled in Cleveland High School, 
 
            4   you say? 
 
            5      A.  I went to Cleveland High School right up on the 
 
            6   hill on Georgetown. 
 
            7      Q.  Up on Beacon Hill? 
 
            8      A.  Early 1950s. 
 
            9      Q.  What was that like, starting in the Cleveland 
 
           10   High School here in Seattle? 
 
           11      A.  It was pretty tough, because there was no 
 
           12   Mexican Americans.  Kids learned that I spoke Spanish 
 
           13   and was visibly Latino. 
 
           14          There was the constant, you know, joking about 
 
           15   it and "say something in Spanish."  I had an accent. 
 
           16   Everybody from New Mexico has an accent. 
 
           17          So, you know, that, I didn't see any, you know, 
 
           18   kind of condition that made me comfortable.  I didn't 
 
           19   have any money.  So I would scrounge up, you know, a 
 
           20   banana and coke for breakfast and for lunch. 
 
           21          So the relevance of the school, the pressures 
 
           22   of, you know, school activities and the clothing, all 
 
           23   of that, I just wanted to get out and get a job.  I 
 
           24   scrambled around and scrounged around and got a job, 
 
           25   several different jobs. 
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            1      Q.  Did you finish high school at Cleveland High 
 
            2   School? 
 
            3      A.  No. 
 
            4          They had developed a school called Edison 
 
            5   Technical School that had a high school diploma course 
 
            6   for adults.  It was extremely lucky that you could 
 
            7   study at night and work in the daytime. 
 
            8          It was for people, who were unemployed, adults 
 
            9   trying to recover their high school education.  The 
 
           10   subject matter, the beginning of the civil rights, it 
 
           11   was, you know, black and Asian people and white 
 
           12   workers. 
 
           13          There was rich discussions about the political 
 
           14   and social conditions, dramatically different in that, 
 
           15   than in the high school grade, the rah-rah, the kind 
 
           16   of the circus for me. 
 
           17      Q.  Did you get a diploma the Edison School? 
 
           18      A.  I did. 
 
           19      Q.  Then did you go to college? 
 
           20      A.  I learned, I didn't know if I could go to 
 
           21   college.  I didn't have the confidence that I could 
 
           22   compete. 
 
           23          But I learned through telephone calls and 
 
           24   letters from home that my older brother, four years 
 
           25   older, had not only graduated from high school, but 
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            1   had gotten a scholarship to a Highline University 
 
            2   nearby, that he was doing extremely well. 
 
            3          I seriously considered that if the dumbest guy I 
 
            4   ever knew could do that, I could do it too.  I 
 
            5   enrolled at the University of Washington and I 
 
            6   actually got my degree in 1966. 
 
            7      Q.  What was that degree in? 
 
            8      A.  A majoring in Spanish and a minor in journalism 
 
            9   and a certificate from the College of Education. 
 
           10      Q.  So you got a teaching certificate as well? 
 
           11      A.  Yes. 
 
           12      Q.  Did you then go on to teach in the public 
 
           13   schools in Seattle? 
 
           14      A.  My first job, the luckiest possible job anybody 
 
           15   ever had was being hired at Franklin High School, 
 
           16   right down in the Rainier Valley. 
 
           17      Q.  How many years did you teach at Franklin High 
 
           18   School? 
 
           19      A.  Three, from 1966 through 1969. 
 
           20      Q.  What did you do next? 
 
           21      A.  A Jewish professor, who specialized in the 
 
           22   literature of the Mexican revolution at the University 
 
           23   of Washington, same as in the field, somehow learned 
 
           24   about me being a teacher at Franklin, learned about 
 
           25   another Chicana being a teacher at Garfield and got us 
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            1   together with a television personality, Latino, 
 
            2   channel 9, the beginnings of channel 9 -- then a 
 
            3   couple of graduate student, Latinos. 
 
            4          Essentially, mentored us by telling us that, you 
 
            5   know, there is a wave of civil rights movements that 
 
            6   are, that have begun with the Brown versus The Board 
 
            7   of Education led -- lit a spark in the black 
 
            8   community, the farmers workers community. 
 
            9          He had a pulse on the national climate relation 
 
           10   to minority rights and said to us, "you know, you 
 
           11   could, you need to be the catalyst here in the State 
 
           12   of Washington, because you are more educated.  You 
 
           13   already have got your professional degree.  You all 
 
           14   have achieved something.  Now you need to start 
 
           15   understanding." 
 
           16          He organized us to go to a national conference 
 
           17   in Monterey, California in 1968, probably.  It was 
 
           18   dramatic influence on all of us. 
 
           19          We came back and began to learn how to organize 
 
           20   and began to make excursions over to the Yakima 
 
           21   Valley, particularly, and also the Skagit Valley, 
 
           22   where there was huge population of farm workers and 
 
           23   Latino communities in the schools. 
 
           24      Q.  Why did you believe that that kind of 
 
           25   organization was necessary? 
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            1      A.  Because all of us had been raised in the 
 
            2   agricultural economy.  We knew how wretched and unfair 
 
            3   and unjust the conditions were for our people. 
 
            4          You know, the vast majority of Latinos can trade 
 
            5   their roots to the agricultural economy.  So we knew 
 
            6   that like we needed help when we were growing up. 
 
            7          All of the help that I got and the other group 
 
            8   -- of the other members of the group, that we were 
 
            9   going to have to find ways to up-lift our children and 
 
           10   our families and our community. 
 
           11      Q.  Was there an education component to what you 
 
           12   were doing? 
 
           13      A.  Yes. 
 
           14          You know, the four, or five, or six of us 
 
           15   convinced the little tiny town of Granger to let us 
 
           16   use an abandon church to have a little school.  We 
 
           17   called it Las Escuelita -- all of us -- all of us, 
 
           18   informally were the board of directors. 
 
           19          We got the university.  We got some other people 
 
           20   in the community to contribute to teach classes in 
 
           21   arts and crafts and a little bit of English.  And that 
 
           22   was kind of the beginning of our sense that we needed 
 
           23   to organize in a bigger scale. 
 
           24          By that time, the Caesar Chavez, the farm 
 
           25   workers march in the State of California, national and 
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            1   international youths.  There was a huge electricity in 
 
            2   the air, both in the African American civil rights 
 
            3   movement and in the Latino community. 
 
            4          Shortly thereafter, there was a great deal of 
 
            5   effervescents in the Mexican community. 
 
            6      Q.  Did you go back to University of Washington for 
 
            7   a master degree? 
 
            8      A.  Yes.  The Jewish professor encouraged me to 
 
            9   apply for a fellowship. 
 
           10          I don't even -- I don't think that I knew what a 
 
           11   fellowship was.  I learned that a fellowship not only 
 
           12   pays your tuition at the university, but it pays your 
 
           13   living expenses. 
 
           14          By that time I had a family and I had a couple 
 
           15   children.  For the first time in my life, I didn't 
 
           16   have to work endlessly.  I could just study and use my 
 
           17   spare time to do whatever. 
 
           18          Because when I was a teacher, it was a 
 
           19   seven-day -- you know, 12 hours a day job, when I was 
 
           20   going to school.  I was working the graveyard or swing 
 
           21   shift at the Boeing and gas station and going to 
 
           22   school. 
 
           23          When I was a farm work er, we used to work about 
 
           24   12 hours a day at least, including Saturdays and 
 
           25   probably Sundays. 
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            1          Here I was for the first time, studying and my 
 
            2   rent and my school was being taken care of. 
 
            3      Q.  What did you do after you finished the Master's 
 
            4   program at the U? 
 
            5      A.  We had led some strikes in California -- yes, 
 
            6   we had been involved with strikes in California, 
 
            7   during my graduate tenure and been involved with the 
 
            8   strikes in the Yakima Valley, massive strikes in 1970. 
 
            9          We led some of those strikes of the farm 
 
           10   workers, Ceasar Chavez came up from California.  We 
 
           11   kind of stunned the agricultural economy of the Yakima 
 
           12   Valley. 
 
           13          Some growing legislators were extremely 
 
           14   disturbed that the university was tolerating students 
 
           15   going to the Yakima Valley instead of studying. 
 
           16          We struck several farms.  There was a powerful 
 
           17   legislator by the name of Irving Neuhouse.  We struck 
 
           18   his farm.  He was very upset. 
 
           19          He informed the Minority Affairs Office at the 
 
           20   University of Washington that we had established -- 
 
           21   that he was going to fight funding for the Minority 
 
           22   Affairs Division, unless the university invited us to 
 
           23   leave. 
 
           24          I am talking about four or five of us, who were 
 
           25   in the forefront of the farm worker strikes.  So I had 
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            1   a choice, you know, of fight that, stay there, even 
 
            2   though that I was going to -- maybe -- probably be in 
 
            3   part be responsible for the funding of the minority 
 
            4   programs. 
 
            5          I really was a bit tired of the politics on 
 
            6   campus.  It was too insulated.  I knew that the Latino 
 
            7   community was growing in the Southend of town, 
 
            8   Georgetown, the Rainier Valley. 
 
            9          I had an opportunity to take an antipoverty job, 
 
           10   I applied.  I got it.  I started a program called "The 
 
           11   Chicano English as a second language" an adult based 
 
           12   education. 
 
           13      Q.  Sorry, anti poverty job was that part of the 
 
           14   War on Poverty? 
 
           15      A.  That was a heart and soul on the War on 
 
           16   Poverty, in my opinion. 
 
           17      Q.  How long were you at that position? 
 
           18      A.  The program started in fall of, I think 1970. 
 
           19   It may have been 1971.  Yes, the fall of 1971.  It 
 
           20   lasted 12 or 14 months.  Then we got informed abruptly 
 
           21   that it was going to be defunded. 
 
           22          We were stunned, because in those few months, if 
 
           23   you will, we had begun to learn how to educate our 
 
           24   people, how to utilize resources -- to, you know, 
 
           25   enhance the potential for our people to become 
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            1   involved in -- while in job, you know, seeking skills, 
 
            2   employment, was the heart of the matter. 
 
            3          But also, to become involved in the other parts 
 
            4   of the War on Poverty, which had another major piece 
 
            5   called The Model Cities.  It was a huge program 
 
            6   inviting people to participate in forums and community 
 
            7   meetings to shape, you know, the programs that would 
 
            8   improve their lives and housing, help, education, the 
 
            9   basics. 
 
           10      Q.  So what -- 
 
           11      A.  So that we were getting good at what we were 
 
           12   doing. 
 
           13          We were building communities and, boom, our 
 
           14   analysis is that the government had two choices  -- 
 
           15   the federal government. 
 
           16          You were either continued the war in Vietnam, or 
 
           17   the War on Poverty.  Unfortunately, my country choice 
 
           18   the war in Vietnam.  And the War on Poverty began to 
 
           19   get, be funded in many areas. 
 
           20      Q.  What did your work in this antipoverty clinic 
 
           21   have to do with education, if anything at all? 
 
           22      A.  It was about education. 
 
           23          It was about trying to list people, who never 
 
           24   had the opportunity to be adequately educated, both in 
 
           25   the language and in basic skills to, one, get a job, 
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            1   keep a job, and, secondly, to participate in the 
 
            2   political process, the Democratic process that shaped 
 
            3   our lives. 
 
            4          In my personal case, on the personal level, 
 
            5   education has been the center of my entire 71 years, 
 
            6   and professionally education has been my overwhelming 
 
            7   concern and profession, the minute that I became a 
 
            8   teacher at Franklin High School in 1966. 
 
            9      Q.  Now, I introduced you as the principal founder 
 
           10   for El Centro de la Raza.  Does that mean that you 
 
           11   were the guy, who filed the paperwork at the Secretary 
 
           12   of State's office? 
 
           13      A.  No. 
 
           14          You know, when they informed us, "you have a 
 
           15   month to wind it down, the program is over.  See you 
 
           16   later," by that time, we had, you know, invited 
 
           17   leadership from the black community about job seeking 
 
           18   and empowerment, organizing and how to have an 
 
           19   influence on the policies that, you know, affect our 
 
           20   lives, then the Indian community. 
 
           21          So when the deadline came, you know, we gathered 
 
           22   folks, and said, "you know, we can either scattered to 
 
           23   the wind like the leaves, or we can hang together and 
 
           24   try to see how we can, you know, determine up a little 
 
           25   bit of our destiny." 
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            1          I had, frankly, if I remember correctly, the 
 
            2   first day that I landed in Seattle, I wanted to go to 
 
            3   a baseball game, because I was crazy about baseball. 
 
            4   I would read the newspaper everywhere I went.  I knew 
 
            5   that there was a team called the Rainiers. 
 
            6          The first day that I got here, in late 
 
            7   September, maybe, I went with another friend that I 
 
            8   met at Georgetown over the hill, play basketball at 
 
            9   the Beacon -- it used to be a Beacon Elementary 
 
           10   Schools on the crest of Beacon Hill.  I played 
 
           11   basketball there. 
 
           12          We went and we snuck into the -- I mean, we went 
 
           13   to the hospital of the hill and looked at the baseball 
 
           14   game. 
 
           15          So I knew about a school, because I was -- when 
 
           16   I was going to the university, I would go by it from 
 
           17   Georgetown, or from South Park and there it was, a 
 
           18   beautiful vibrant little school. 
 
           19          One day it was boarded up, sometime in the late 
 
           20   1960s.  Then there was a Mexican restaurant under the 
 
           21   very first in the City of Seattle called La Hacienda, 
 
           22   right on the Beacon Avenue, behind the elementary 
 
           23   schools, we were going to eat there. 
 
           24          So, here we see the building boarded up.  We get 
 
           25   the word that we have to eliminate the program.  We 
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            1   have some tacos and begin to talk about, "you know, we 
 
            2   should ask the School District to use it.  It is 
 
            3   boarded up.  We need some classrooms.  Just because we 
 
            4   don't have the money, doesn't mean that we can't keep 
 
            5   teaching our people how to read and write, and 
 
            6   subtract and add and economics and history and 
 
            7   politics, and whatever." 
 
            8          So, we asked everywhere.  Every time that we 
 
            9   asked like "do we have any money?  Do we have a 
 
           10   proposal?  Do you know" -- we don't have any time. 
 
           11          So make a long story short, we decided to occupy 
 
           12   the building and make it -- what did Dr. King say, 
 
           13   "discomfort the comfortable, and comfort the 
 
           14   discomfortable." 
 
           15          We knew that we had to make an issue of the 
 
           16   presence of the Latinos.  The winding down of the War 
 
           17   on Poverty was unacceptable.  Dr. King had been killed 
 
           18   for it.  People had been jailed and clubbed and gassed 
 
           19   to say, you know, it is a new day. 
 
           20          They didn't get the drift. 
 
           21      Q.  I am going to hand you what has been marked as 
 
           22   Trial Exhibit 573 in this case.  Can you tell me what 
 
           23   Exhibit 573 is? 
 
           24      A.  Are you saying Exhibit -- are you at 2044? 
 
           25      Q.  That was the deposition -- 
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            1      A.  Are you referring to a page number? 
 
            2      Q.  Yes, if you look on this, the tabs here -- 
 
            3      A.  I see, all right. 
 
            4      Q.  -- it says "573," just to illustrate what we 
 
            5   are talking about here.  Can you identify what that 
 
            6   picture is? 
 
            7      A.  All right. 
 
            8          So that the question is -- identify the picture? 
 
            9      Q.  Yes, what is shown in this picture here? 
 
           10      A.  "Roberto," the bottom lists -- "addresses a 
 
           11   meeting at the rally at the occupation during the 
 
           12   winter of '72.  King County member Larry Gosset and 
 
           13   poet Rita Salinas" are in the picture. 
 
           14          Yes, sometime during that extremely cold winter, 
 
           15   we started and we occupied it on October 11th.  We had 
 
           16   rally after rally to inform people to bring the 
 
           17   community together. 
 
           18          We lived there for three months before the City 
 
           19   Council finally, this picture shows me looking a 
 
           20   little rowdy. 
 
           21          There is a couple of beautiful elderly white 
 
           22   women and a bunch of rowdy people.  It is a mysterious 
 
           23   photograph, because you wonder where the gentle white 
 
           24   ladies, what they were doing there amongst all of 
 
           25   these crazies. 
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            1      Q.  This is from the occupation of the building? 
 
            2      A.  That is correct. 
 
            3      Q.  If you flip to the Exhibit 574 -- 
 
            4      A.  From the Seattle Times, I think. 
 
            5      Q.  -- let's continue here, what is this a picture 
 
            6   of? 
 
            7      A.  The picture of "Roberto Maestas goes to 
 
            8   jail" -- the bottom says "Roberto Maestas goes to jail 
 
            9   again." 
 
           10      Q.  Why did you go to jail this time? 
 
           11      A.  The City Council approved the lease after three 
 
           12   months of living in the extremely -- one of the 
 
           13   coldest winters in the history of our city. 
 
           14          You know, meeting after meeting and agendas and 
 
           15   packing the courtroom and you know, writing documents 
 
           16   and answering questions and newspaper articles, the 
 
           17   mayor, refused to approve the lease.  He essentially 
 
           18   vetoed it. 
 
           19          We called the meeting with him and when he said, 
 
           20   "you know, what, I just don't have much to tell you. 
 
           21   I am not going to legitimize an illegal occupation." 
 
           22          Even though that we explained we really didn't 
 
           23   have any choice.  That is the only choice that we had 
 
           24   was to occupy it and bring to light, you know, some 
 
           25   critical needs. 
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            1          I mean, "this community is going to grow.  It is 
 
            2   going to grow big.  It is going to grow fast.  Trust 
 
            3   us, mayor." 
 
            4           "I refuse." 
 
            5          So we refused to leave.  Somebody gave the order 
 
            6   to call the police.  I am being escorted out of the 
 
            7   mayor's office along with some other folks. 
 
            8      Q.  That was part of founding of El Centro de la 
 
            9   Raza? 
 
           10      A.  As a matter of fact, three or four days later, 
 
           11   because it made the front page news, the pressure on 
 
           12   the mayor grew tremendously.  We had the press to 
 
           13   thank for helping us, because the mayor signed the 
 
           14   lease after that for five years. 
 
           15      Q.  He signed the lease for you to lease the 
 
           16   building? 
 
           17      A.  He signed the lease.  We were legit.  We were 
 
           18   legal.  We were legitimate. 
 
           19      Q.  Why was it necessary to take such drastic 
 
           20   action to fund El Centro de la Raza? 
 
           21      A.  Because, you know, so many political and 
 
           22   bureaucratic structures, you know, are almost 
 
           23   impenetrable. 
 
           24          I remember the University of Washington, all of 
 
           25   the typical -- all of the occupations and the rallies 
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            1   and marches that we had to do to get them to open the 
 
            2   door for minority people. 
 
            3          If you read the statistics about the numbers of 
 
            4   faculty, staff, students, I was one of six students in 
 
            5   the 32,000 student body in 1966. 
 
            6          One of six Latino student, even though that we 
 
            7   comprised -- I don't know -- three percent of the 
 
            8   population in the State of Washington. 
 
            9      Q.  What problems were you attempting to address 
 
           10   with founding El Centro de la Raza? 
 
           11      A.  Access to the education, you know.  Access to 
 
           12   getting our people to acquire the basic skills to make 
 
           13   a living and acquire the knowledge to participate in 
 
           14   the political processes and Democratic processes that 
 
           15   shaped their lives on the daily basis. 
 
           16      Q.  Why was it so important to do that? 
 
           17      A.  You know, because the education is a great 
 
           18   equalizer.  Education levels the playing field that is 
 
           19   very uneven. 
 
           20          I mean, at least, it is a main activity that 
 
           21   human beings can engage in that will, you know, give 
 
           22   everybody a chance at, you know, utilizing their 
 
           23   skills to become productive members -- participating 
 
           24   members of their society.  Without it, it is not going 
 
           25   to happen.  It can't. 
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            1      Q.  If you would turn back, a couple of exhibits, 
 
            2   to Exhibit 571.  Is this a description of the programs 
 
            3   that El Centro de la Raza now offers? 
 
            4      A.  It is probably -- it is one of our, what is it, 
 
            5   one of our very humble brochures that we distribute 
 
            6   massively in the community.  It is in Spanish. 
 
            7          I think that it has a listing of the major 
 
            8   programs, but not all, because we have a vast array of 
 
            9   services, educational, cultural, direct human services 
 
           10   programs that range from the smallest child to the 
 
           11   oldest elderly in that community. 
 
           12      Q.  Why is this pamphlet in Spanish? 
 
           13      A.  Because there are thousands of hard working 
 
           14   people in our community, who have not mastered the 
 
           15   English language and they need to know what the Center 
 
           16   -- of what it is, what it has been and what its 
 
           17   mission is. 
 
           18          It could not possibly be very effective without 
 
           19   having it in Spanish.  But we also have it in English, 
 
           20   because El Centro de la Raza means the Center for the 
 
           21   People of all races. 
 
           22      Q.  What -- briefly, what kind of programs do you 
 
           23   offer right now at El Centro de la Raza? 
 
           24      A.  Hot meal on one side, hot meal delivered, 
 
           25   emergency housing, family-first-time home buyers, 
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            1   medical, legal, we have a legal clinic, that is 
 
            2   overwhelmed with, you know, people seeking relief in 
 
            3   the legal arena. 
 
            4          I could go on and on and on -- educational 
 
            5   programs, and cultural programs, educational programs 
 
            6   that target, that serve children of 1 to 5 in our 
 
            7   preschool, and then an after school program for 
 
            8   parents, who aren't home and children need some help 
 
            9   with their learning, you know, maybe barriers, and so 
 
           10   forth. 
 
           11          Then we have some high school programs that are 
 
           12   south and Ballard and Meany and Garfield, that are 
 
           13   civil rights, self-esteem curriculum. 
 
           14          We have a hope for youth poetry program that 
 
           15   teaches children and young people to write and recite 
 
           16   poetry, and so forth, and so on and so on. 
 
           17      Q.  You mentioned a preschool program.  What is 
 
           18   that preschool program called? 
 
           19      A.  Jose' Marti' Child Development Center. 
 
           20      Q.  Is that named after someone? 
 
           21      A.  Jose' Marti' is to people of Latin American and 
 
           22   Latin extraction, in general probably as famous as 
 
           23   Martin Luther King, Jr., or John. F. Kennedy.  But in 
 
           24   our country it is almost no one knows about him, a 
 
           25   great writer for philosopher and poet. 
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            1      Q.  Why did you name the center after him, the 
 
            2   Child Development Center after him? 
 
            3      A.  He wrote songs for children.  He was the leader 
 
            4   of the Cuban revolutionary movement against the 
 
            5   Spanish colonialism and was murdered by the Spanish 
 
            6   forces in 1895. 
 
            7          Before he was killed he had produced a 
 
            8   voluminous body of writings and knowledge.  Everybody 
 
            9   knows the song, "Guanta'namera" that is a poem by 
 
           10   Jose' Marti' that says, "I shall devote my life to the 
 
           11   poor, for they are the ones, who are left out by 
 
           12   political and economic processes." 
 
           13          We learned early on, during The Center 
 
           14   Occupation, we have a book marker that says "el u'nico 
 
           15   mudo de ser Libre es ser culto." 
 
           16          When we learned that, we knew that that would be 
 
           17   a perfect name for him.  It means, "the only way that 
 
           18   you can be free, is to be fully educated." 
 
           19          He elaborates on what he means by fully 
 
           20   educated.  You need to have the fundamental skills to 
 
           21   compete for a job, to contribute to society, and you 
 
           22   have to know that the economics, political social 
 
           23   processes, becoming involved in them to shape the 
 
           24   future of the homeland of your community for your 
 
           25   people and yourself. 
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            1          That is why we selected Jose' Marti'.  It has 
 
            2   become a national model as a preschool, including 
 
            3   several national awards with money attached to it. 
 
            4      Q.  What makes it a unique center? 
 
            5      A.  I think that what it teaches the children.  You 
 
            6   know, they memorize his poetry.  They receive 
 
            7   people -- visitors -- from all over the world with 
 
            8   their poems and white roses.  Because the white rose 
 
            9   is a symbol of friendship and in the Cuban culture. 
 
           10   They sing songs. 
 
           11          They learn that they, every one can be great, 
 
           12   like Dr. King said, because everybody can serve. 
 
           13          Everybody has the potential to learn something 
 
           14   valuable, to contribute to the society, regardless of 
 
           15   their condition. 
 
           16          It is -- it works.  Because we have a long 
 
           17   waiting list, you know, some people are not going to 
 
           18   get -- 
 
           19      Q.  How many kids are actually in the program? 
 
           20      A.  124 is our capacity. 
 
           21      Q.  How many teachers do you have, if you know? 
 
           22      A.  22, the ratio is one-to-eight with some 
 
           23   assistants -- there is a critical ratio of 
 
           24   one-to-eight for the children. 
 
           25      Q.  Does the -- are the children, who go, are they 
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            1   mainly Latino children? 
 
            2      A.  About 60 through 65 percent are Latino 
 
            3   children.  The rest are African American, Indian, 
 
            4   Caucasian, Asian. 
 
            5      Q.  Is instruction offered in the Spanish or 
 
            6   English? 
 
            7      A.  Both. 
 
            8      Q.  Is it a bilingual curriculum? 
 
            9      A.  Bilingual, strongly bilingual. 
 
           10          It is remarkable what even children who -- whose 
 
           11   native language is not Spanish.  It is amazing to see 
 
           12   how quick they learn the language and feel confident 
 
           13   in speaking. 
 
           14          It is dramatic. 
 
           15      Q.  Do you track the children, who go through your 
 
           16   program after they are done? 
 
           17      A.  No. 
 
           18          You know, we wish we could.  We applied for 
 
           19   grants to do some research, develop a methodology to 
 
           20   see, like, scientifically proved like, you know, track 
 
           21   them through the, you know, 1st grade, 2nd grade, 3rd 
 
           22   grade.  The best that we get along those lines is the 
 
           23   imperial observations that teachers make, the personal 
 
           24   tracking that we do with our own kids and catch as 
 
           25   catch can basis. 
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            1          "How is your baby doing?"  Making an entry or 
 
            2   whatever. 
 
            3          But teachers are most inevitably recognized -- 
 
            4   kids coming from Jose' Marti', because of the social 
 
            5   skills that they have developed and the confidence 
 
            6   that they bring with them. 
 
            7          You know, just a quick anecdote.  Not long ago, 
 
            8   there is a young kid with African background -- from 
 
            9   Africa -- that maybe three or four years old. 
 
           10          They bicker with each other about greeting 
 
           11   delegations that come.  "No, it is my turn, it is my 
 
           12   turn." 
 
           13          The young four year-old black kids says to 
 
           14   African, says to the delegation of four or five 
 
           15   adults, "welcome to the El Centro de la Raza," 'in 
 
           16   English, and then introduces himself to -- I was there 
 
           17   with the delegation with high file delegation, he 
 
           18   shakes the hands of everybody and looks up and says 
 
           19   "did I miss anybody?" 
 
           20          It is just an indication that a four year-old 
 
           21   kid has the kind of confidence to look at adults way 
 
           22   up there and feel like he is part of something 
 
           23   important. 
 
           24      Q.  Based upon what you have seen at your work at 
 
           25   the Jose' Marti' Child Development Center, do you 
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            1   believe that the Early Learning services that you 
 
            2   provide there contribute to the children's future 
 
            3   academic success? 
 
            4      A.  Undoubtedly, categorically. 
 
            5      Q.  Why do you say that? 
 
            6      A.  You know, for the longest time we had been 
 
            7   limping around, catch-as-catch-can, doing our best, 
 
            8   telling the teacher who didn't have a good strong 
 
            9   background in early education techniques. 
 
           10          Then the, there was a dramatic change in the 
 
           11   ability for us to maximize the potential when the 
 
           12   levy -- I think that it is call the Early Learning 
 
           13   levy -- that was passed by the City of Seattle, seven 
 
           14   or eight years ago, that voters approved it. 
 
           15          We had an infusion of funding.  We were able to 
 
           16   pay the tuition of the teachers at one or two after 
 
           17   school evenings and weekends to get their AA and then 
 
           18   on to their BA. 
 
           19      Q.  In childhood education? 
 
           20      A.  Yes, in early childhood education. 
 
           21          The difference has been dramatic, in terms of 
 
           22   retention, in terms of the teachers creativity, in 
 
           23   terms of the ability to organize better and more 
 
           24   productive activities with the children. 
 
           25          It is impressive. 
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            1      Q.  What impact do the services that you have -- 
 
            2   have on the children themselves? 
 
            3      A.  What impact do the services that we provide 
 
            4   have the children themselves? 
 
            5      Q.  Yes. 
 
            6      A.  They become fuller, more promising, more 
 
            7   confident, optimistic, beautiful children. 
 
            8      Q.  You mentioned an after-school program as well. 
 
            9   Can you tell me more about that? 
 
           10      A.  From three to six, we have a limited space.  We 
 
           11   have roughly 25 kids that come to The Center from 
 
           12   either Beacon Hill Elementary School a few blocks 
 
           13   away, or Kimbell Elementary School, a few blocks away, 
 
           14   kids who are, one, parents are still at work. 
 
           15          And secondly, who need some support work with 
 
           16   their academic pursuits, maybe emphasis in math, 
 
           17   emphasis in science, emphasis in writing, emphasis in 
 
           18   reading. 
 
           19          From 3:00 to 6:00 we provide individualized 
 
           20   services with four teachers in the classroom to a 
 
           21   focus on whatever the young kids are, they are from 
 
           22   six to 14 in age. 
 
           23      Q.  How many students -- how many kids are enrolled 
 
           24   in that after-school program? 
 
           25      A.  25 or so. 
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            1      Q.  Is there a -- 
 
            2      A.  A long waiting list. 
 
            3      Q.  That is my next question.  Is there a waiting 
 
            4   list for that program as well? 
 
            5      A.  Both are Jose' Marti' Child Development Center 
 
            6   and the Alfonso De lavasquez After-School Program.  I 
 
            7   have a long waiting list. 
 
            8      Q.  You can't serve all of the kids who apply for 
 
            9   your services? 
 
           10      A.  Yes. 
 
           11          It is excruciating, because I get snatched up by 
 
           12   parents to try to pull some strings.  I can't, because 
 
           13   of my visibility, you know, I can't, first come first 
 
           14   serve, whatever the needs or criteria.  It is rough. 
 
           15   There should be -- we should be able to accommodate 
 
           16   them. 
 
           17      Q.  But you can't. 
 
           18          Based on what you have seen at the After-School 
 
           19   Program, do you believe that it has an impact on the 
 
           20   academic achievement of the students, who take part in 
 
           21   it? 
 
           22      A.  Yes, very much so. 
 
           23      Q.  Why do you say that? 
 
           24      A.  I visit.  I drop in. 
 
           25          Any time that I want to get pumped up and, you 
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            1   know, inspired, I go look at the child development 
 
            2   center or the After-School Program. 
 
            3          I have a snack with them in the afternoon. 
 
            4          During the summer, it is all day.  So during the 
 
            5   summer I hang out with the kids.  I see them flourish. 
 
            6   I see them grow.  I see them proceed.  I see them 
 
            7   change. 
 
            8          We have had to intervene in some cases, where 
 
            9   our kids were not being treated good -- well. 
 
           10      Q.  What do you mean by that? 
 
           11      A.  They are, you know, there are some harsh anti- 
 
           12   immigrant hysteria that manifests itself sometimes in 
 
           13   school settings, name calling, and all of that 
 
           14   business. 
 
           15          So kids get hurt and traumatized by it. 
 
           16          So we have had to, you know, go and visit 
 
           17   schools and say, you know, "you need to educate the 
 
           18   kids and the teachers to not do that." 
 
           19          We have had to insist that the schools transfer 
 
           20   students, when the situation is not -- is untenable. 
 
           21      Q.  Based upon what you have seen in your work, at 
 
           22   the center, El Centro de la Raza, do you believe that 
 
           23   the After-School Program and the Early Childhood 
 
           24   Education Program are particularly important for 
 
           25   Latino students? 
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            1      A.  There are very, very important for the Latino 
 
            2   students, but they are important to any of the 
 
            3   children, who come. 
 
            4          Because, you know, we can guarantee you that the 
 
            5   parents that the children are going to receive the 
 
            6   highest degree of respect and affection and attention. 
 
            7          Without that, they are learning -- their 
 
            8   learning is not probable. 
 
            9      Q.  What do you mean by that? 
 
           10      A.  I used to observe my students and friends at 
 
           11   high school.  I would realize that some of them were 
 
           12   very, very sharp and -- but that something was wrong. 
 
           13   There was a sadness or confusion in their lives. 
 
           14          I would try to understand how I could be helpful 
 
           15   as a teacher.  I would engage them, you know, "is 
 
           16   everything okay?  What can you tell me?  What do you 
 
           17   think that we should do?"  Blah, blah, blah, blah. 
 
           18          Some of our kids bring some difficult, difficult 
 
           19   problems with them.  If you don't pay attention to it, 
 
           20   if you don't help them understand it and address it, 
 
           21   then a sense of worthlessness, a sense of despair, a 
 
           22   sense of can't succeed or do it, you know, if you 
 
           23   cannot address that, then kids are going to fall out. 
 
           24   They are going to get pushed out. 
 
           25          But the problem was that when you have 30 
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            1   students, five times a day, and even giving up 10- 
 
            2   minute writing assignment, you are asking for 10 hours 
 
            3   of correcting papers at night or on the weekends.  You 
 
            4   know, teachers in our -- in Latin America teachers are 
 
            5   highly regarded. 
 
            6          Parents will say, "you must listen to your 
 
            7   teacher.  Your teacher knows." 
 
            8          In our society teachers are like down here 
 
            9   somewhere (indicating).  It is one of the most 
 
           10   difficult -- it is one of the most difficult job that 
 
           11   I know.  I have been a farm worker, factory worker, 
 
           12   delivery boy, gas station attendant. 
 
           13          Teaching is the hardest job.  It is exhausting. 
 
           14   If you don't have a reasonable number of students, who 
 
           15   you can handle, then it is a frustrating, difficult, 
 
           16   hopeless job. 
 
           17          If you have 30 student, and your subject matter 
 
           18   really shouldn't accommodate more than 15, 17, 18, 
 
           19   then it is going to be downhill no matter what. 
 
           20      Q.  That sense of empowerment that you talked about 
 
           21   earlier does that have anything to do with the 
 
           22   curriculum with the El Centro de la Raza creates for 
 
           23   the schools? 
 
           24      A.  Yes. 
 
           25          The sense of confidence and self esteem that we 
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            1   build in our kids is -- it is based on the curriculum 
 
            2   that we have developed.  But it is also based on the 
 
            3   fact that we devoted resources to send people to 
 
            4   Mexico, to Nicaragua, to bring people from the Navaho 
 
            5   reservation in New Mexico, from, you know, African 
 
            6   American scholars and child development experts, Dah, 
 
            7   Dah, Dah. 
 
            8          So, yes, the curriculum is a crucial, but the 
 
            9   resources to build that curriculum was -- took a lot 
 
           10   of devotion on our part, because we don't have -- we 
 
           11   are a very poor organization. 
 
           12          But the priority was to develop the best 
 
           13   curriculum possible, by hook or crook.  It took, it 
 
           14   takes resources, energy, time, to put it down, to 
 
           15   share it, to get the teachers to implement it, to 
 
           16   correct whatever.  It doesn't seem to be working, you 
 
           17   know, to make it work. 
 
           18      Q.  What is that curriculum that you developed, 
 
           19   math, reading, English? 
 
           20          What is it? 
 
           21      A.  All of the above, but with a fundamental -- you 
 
           22   know, Dr. King said, you know:  "The salivation of our 
 
           23   nation depends upon us having a revolution of values." 
 
           24          What we teach our kids is that consumerism and 
 
           25   wealth and saving the environment, you know, that is 
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            1   -- the most valuable thing that you can do, is to 
 
            2   develop yourself, develop your skills, find out what 
 
            3   most interests you, what most motivates you, helps you 
 
            4   develop that, whether it is art, music, you know, 
 
            5   math, science. 
 
            6          We have kids studying at the age of 3, 4, 5 the 
 
            7   basics of conservation, exhibits, and images, and so 
 
            8   on and so on. 
 
            9          I don't know if I answered your question. 
 
           10      Q.  Is that curriculum used in the Seattle public 
 
           11   schools now? 
 
           12      A.  You know, we have a lot of visitors from a lot 
 
           13   of different places. 
 
           14          We have told and including the Governor Gregoire 
 
           15   was at The Center for four hours two weeks ago during 
 
           16   a day of caring.  We took her down to the child 
 
           17   development center.  The kid who did that. 
 
           18          You know what, we have a potential knock-out 
 
           19   curriculum that ought to be modeled.  Seattle Public 
 
           20   Schools knows about it, but the Seattle Public Schools 
 
           21   seems to be very interested in it, but they have not 
 
           22   made -- it is always like "I wish we had the time.  We 
 
           23   don't have the time to study your curriculum.  We want 
 
           24   to, we will try."  It hasn't happened. 
 
           25          You know, we can all learn from each other. 
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            1      Q.  But there are a couple of schools where it has 
 
            2   been implemented; is that correct? 
 
            3      A.  Definitely. 
 
            4          The Caleb Foundation has a preschool -- National 
 
            5   Preschool Program and because of the child development 
 
            6   center and its curriculum, they held a national 
 
            7   conference at The Center and had the teachers present 
 
            8   the curriculum, and had the children come and give, 
 
            9   and talk, and sing and read poetry and whatever. 
 
           10          So, yes, no doubt we have influenced many other 
 
           11   folks. 
 
           12               THE COURT:  Mr. Robb, we are going to 
 
           13   recess at this time. 
 
           14               We will take our noon recess at this time. 
 
           15   We will resume at 1:30.  We will continue with the 
 
           16   direct examination of Senor Maestas' testimony. 
 
           17               THE WITNESS:  Gracias. 
 
           18               THE COURT:  We will be at recess until 
 
           19   1:30. 
 
           20               THE CLERK:  All rise.  Court is in recess. 
 
           21 
 
           22               (Court was recessed.) 
 
           23 
 
           24 
 
           25 
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            1                P R O C E E D I N G S. 
 
            2 
 
            3               (Afternoon session.  Open court.) 
 
            4 
 
            5               THE BAILIFF:  All rise.  Court is back in 
 
            6   session. 
 
            7               THE COURT:  Good afternoon.  Please be 
 
            8   seated.  Anything before Mr. Maestas retakes the 
 
            9   stand? 
 
           10               Mr. Maestas, if you would, please, retake 
 
           11   the witness stand. 
 
           12               THE WITNESS:  Thank you, your Honor. 
 
           13               THE COURT:  Buenos tardes. 
 
           14               THE WITNESS:  Buenos tardes; gracias. 
 
           15               THE COURT: De nada. 
 
           16               Mr. Robb. 
 
           17               MR. ROBB:  Thank you, your Honor. 
 
           18 
 
           19               DIRECT EXAMINATION 
 
           20  BY MR. ROBB: 
 
           21      Q.  (Continued.)  Good afternoon, Mr. Maestas. 
 
           22      A.  Mr. Robb. 
 
           23      Q.  When we left off, we were speaking about 
 
           24   curriculum.  I think that I might have confused you a 
 
           25   little bit in that you might have thought that I was 
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            1   asking about the preschool curriculum. 
 
            2          But you had at El Centro de la Raza you also 
 
            3   developed curriculum for the K through 12 public 
 
            4   schools; is that correct? 
 
            5      A.  Yes, a little bit of a background. 
 
            6          We realized that our children were not -- our 
 
            7   students were not learning the history of the Indian 
 
            8   people, Latino, African American, Asian and, you know, 
 
            9   white people struggles. 
 
           10          We developed -- what we call a community 
 
           11   university and invited kids from the different schools 
 
           12   to come. 
 
           13          And it was such a profound experience for the 
 
           14   young students, that we approached the Seattle Public 
 
           15   Schools and it was rough to get them interested. 
 
           16          We thought that this would be up-lifting, 
 
           17   inspiring, self esteem, learning about their own 
 
           18   dramatic histories. 
 
           19          Make a long story short, we were able to 
 
           20   convince the staff at South High School, which had 
 
           21   maybe 20 or so percent Latino students -- sometimes in 
 
           22   the mid 1990s, maybe, maybe early 1990s -- started 
 
           23   that curriculum every Friday, six classes a day, 
 
           24   elective, and it caught on.  It caught on strongly. 
 
           25          It was adopted at Ballard, where the next 
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            1   largest number of Latino students, because it is 
 
            2   oriented towards Latino students, the curriculum 
 
            3   itself, kind of a poke through the history of the 
 
            4   Mexican American, Caribbean people, South American, 
 
            5   Central American in the United States. 
 
            6          So then we also extended it to the junior high 
 
            7   now across the street from South, which is Denny 
 
            8   Junior Middle School, which has about 35 percent, I 
 
            9   believe, Latino students. 
 
           10          So that that curriculum is put together through 
 
           11   just, you know, hard work, love, devotion and we have 
 
           12   rare footage from events that have happened, high 
 
           13   school level, and the farm workers, and land 
 
           14   struggles, and community struggles, and forums, and 
 
           15   demonstrations and conventions and historical figures, 
 
           16   et cetera. 
 
           17          It is really a brilliant curriculum, in my 
 
           18   opinion. 
 
           19      Q.  Was that curriculum, was that history being 
 
           20   taught before you at El Centro de la Raza in the 
 
           21   history? 
 
           22      A.  Zero. 
 
           23      Q.  It was not being taught? 
 
           24      A.  Zero. 
 
           25      Q.  Why did you feel that it was important for that 
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            1   history to be taught in the schools? 
 
            2      A.  It is our conviction, that you, as a 
 
            3   historically marginalized peoples -- that is, the 
 
            4   history of people of color in this nation -- if you 
 
            5   don't know where you have been, you cannot know what, 
 
            6   as a people, where you are at, much less where you are 
 
            7   going. 
 
            8          So it gives the context of not just, you know, 
 
            9   labors or workers, domestics.  It is involvement in 
 
           10   the political processes that shape and change laws and 
 
           11   change history and change directions of the 
 
           12   communities. 
 
           13          I mean, in Seattle 25, 30 years ago, you would 
 
           14   have never had a the Fiestas Patrias coverage in the 
 
           15   Sunday papers, including the Child Development Center 
 
           16   in color photo.  Fiestas Patrias is Mexican 
 
           17   Independence Day, which is the 4th of July for us 
 
           18   also. 
 
           19          Every year Cinco de Mayo, the remarkable battle 
 
           20   of the French invasion of Mexico, where the peasantry 
 
           21   defeated the greatest military machine in the world at 
 
           22   that time, the Napoleon the III Army. 
 
           23          The peasantry defeated -- kind of like what the 
 
           24   Huskies with did with USC this weekend, totally stung, 
 
           25   unexpected. 
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            1          So that, we put on a celebration of Cinco de 
 
            2   Mayo, and almost everybody thinks, knows about the, 
 
            3   has heard of Cinco de Mayo. 
 
            4          We make it a point to tell people it is no the 
 
            5   about Corona Beer, but historic kind of a -- you know, 
 
            6   David and Goliath playing itself out in history.  That 
 
            7   is educational. 
 
            8          That is critical.  That is understanding for our 
 
            9   kids to see that, that we can overcome huge obstacles, 
 
           10   the curriculum deals with that.  It is very, very 
 
           11   empowering. 
 
           12      Q.  Now -- 
 
           13      A.  It would be very empowering for you.  You 
 
           14   should join the curriculum. 
 
           15      Q.  I would love to. 
 
           16          We have talked about The Child Development 
 
           17   Center, and we have talked about the After-School 
 
           18   Program, and the curriculum that you developed in the 
 
           19   public schools. 
 
           20          Are there any other education programs that el 
 
           21   El Centro de la Raza provides? 
 
           22      A.  There is a very large coalition called 
 
           23   Companion Quetzal, which is the Spanish term based for 
 
           24   the quetzal bird is a symbol of Guatemala, a beautiful 
 
           25   bird with big long tails. 
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            1          We named it Quetzal Campaign, because we see our 
 
            2   children like that beautiful bird.  They are 
 
            3   beautiful.  So we formed that coalition about 10 years 
 
            4   ago and now it is a major player in trying to get the 
 
            5   Seattle School District and other districts to adopt, 
 
            6   you know, some of the -- quetzals. 
 
            7          About five or six years ago we had a convention 
 
            8   at South High School where 500 parents spent all 
 
            9   weekend, Saturday and Sunday, to discuss, develop, 
 
           10   resolutions for the Seattle School District to begin 
 
           11   to comfort the achievement gap. 
 
           12          We elaborated -- we put it in very, you know, 
 
           13   nice classy form, we presented to the Seattle Schools. 
 
           14          That exuded some -- there is some activity going 
 
           15   on around the dual language, which is the new concept 
 
           16   that is -- 
 
           17      Q.  Briefly what is that? 
 
           18      A.  Dual language is not the traditional bilingual 
 
           19   approach.  Dual language integrates both languages in 
 
           20   a much more meaningful and creative way. 
 
           21          It was started in Texas.  And it began to get 
 
           22   some attention and re-examined it and studied it and 
 
           23   purported to the Seattle Public Schools.  They passed 
 
           24   a resolution that all public schools with more than 20 
 
           25   percent Latino kids would adopt a dual language 
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            1   curriculum.  But only two or three have done it 
 
            2   because of lack of resources. 
 
            3          Concord Elementary in South Park adopted it and 
 
            4   is doing it a tremendous job with it.  But because of 
 
            5   lack of resources, even though that the school board 
 
            6   adopts certain resolutions, when it comes to the 
 
            7   budget cutting, you know, it is a land on the cutting 
 
            8   room floor. 
 
            9          Quetzal, that is also the monetary unit for the 
 
           10   country of Guatemala.  Lots of Guatemaltecas live in 
 
           11   Seattle. 
 
           12      Q.  At El Centro de la Raza do you have parent 
 
           13   involvement sense of enjoyment, trying to get the 
 
           14   Latino parents involved in the schools? 
 
           15      A.  Yes.  Latino, achievement, has one of the 
 
           16   priorities to teach parents to involve themselves 
 
           17   integrate themselves advocate for the kids and attend 
 
           18   parent and teacher conferences, join PTAs, adds a 
 
           19   fundamental element to confront the achievement gap. 
 
           20      Q.  What does this program intended to do?  What 
 
           21   does that -- 
 
           22      A.  We have some funding, I believe that it is city 
 
           23   founding, a combination of the city and United Way. 
 
           24          And we hired a very bright young woman, whose 
 
           25   father was one of the founders of El Centro de la Raza 
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            1   to devote full-time to have parents, from the 
 
            2   different schools -- Latino parents from the different 
 
            3   schools -- at meetings to train them, give them the 
 
            4   confidence, give them advice on how to become 
 
            5   integrated in the children's education through all of 
 
            6   the different process, the PTA. 
 
            7          You know, we would love to have Latino parents 
 
            8   be part of the PTAs and the different schools.  But 
 
            9   because they don't have the resources to provide 
 
           10   translation, or to find a way to make the parents feel 
 
           11   comfortable, Latino parents have found themselves 
 
           12   being forced to develop their own PTAs. 
 
           13          I think that it is a transitional period.  I 
 
           14   think that we need to train parents to, you know, know 
 
           15   each other, get to understand each other, if 
 
           16   necessary, find, you know, the translators to make the 
 
           17   PTAs integrated. 
 
           18      Q.  Why does that kind of parental involvement have 
 
           19   to be taught? 
 
           20      A.  Because, you know, parents -- Latino parents, 
 
           21   fundamentally, that we are talking about, lowest 
 
           22   income work two or three jobs, work long, long hours. 
 
           23          The school system is complete mystery to them. 
 
           24   They feel out of place.  The school kind of leave 
 
           25   their children's education to the teachers.  In some 
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            1   of the countries of origin, that works pretty good, 
 
            2   because there is not some of that language barriers 
 
            3   and cultural barriers. 
 
            4          But in our country, if you don't help your child 
 
            5   overcome, communicate with you, about the problems 
 
            6   of -- you know, of the barriers that you are going to 
 
            7   confront in the school.  If you don't provide the 
 
            8   support to the whole family, you are missing the boat. 
 
            9   It is not going to work. 
 
           10      Q.  So that kind of parental involvement, you 
 
           11   think, is based upon your experience, at El Centro de 
 
           12   la Raza and the programs that you have -- 
 
           13      A.  I get invited by our parent coordinator to 
 
           14   meetings constantly, you know, to the high school 
 
           15   teacher, "here is what you need to do.  Here is what 
 
           16   you want to do.  Don't take your baby's word for it. 
 
           17   They may not tell you the full story.  So get 
 
           18   involved.  Get the information, learn how to get the 
 
           19   real analysis from the teachers as to where your child 
 
           20   is at in terms of pursuing the high school diploma." 
 
           21      Q.  Now, El Centro de la Raza is a member of the 
 
           22   Network For Excellence in Washington Schools or NEWS; 
 
           23   is that correct? 
 
           24      A.  We are a member of NEWS. 
 
           25      Q.  Why did El Centro de la Raza join NEWS? 
 
 
 
                Dolores A. Rawlins, RPR, CRR, CCR Official Court Reporter, 
206-296-9171 
 
                                                                   2619 
 
 
 
            1      A.  We formed -- we created El Centro de la Raza 
 
            2   created Compana-Casa, the Latino education coalition, 
 
            3   coalition of a bunch of people, organizations. 
 
            4          Then we, you know, we said, "you know, that is 
 
            5   not enough.  We need to coalesce with the African 
 
            6   American community which also includes lots of African 
 
            7   immigrant.  We need to coalesce with the Asian 
 
            8   community, which has a whole different troops within 
 
            9   it:  Vietnamese, Laotian, Cambodian, Philippino, 
 
           10   Chinese, and the Indian community, the Native American 
 
           11   community. 
 
           12          So we formed a multi-racial coalition, really 
 
           13   called it a Multi-Racial Coalition Task Force.  In the 
 
           14   central is static for a while, but we were so 
 
           15   stretched out, that we got some support. 
 
           16          We asked around.  We got the WA to provide a 
 
           17   little bit of coordinating support from one of the 
 
           18   staff people to keep us together, since we were doing 
 
           19   some of their work. 
 
           20          In the meeting several years ago, the subject on 
 
           21   the agenda was a lawsuit -- "the NEWS lawsuit is being 
 
           22   planned, we invite you all to join.  Here is the basis 
 
           23   of it." 
 
           24          It was the provision that began with "it shall 
 
           25   be the paramount duty." 
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            1          The Latino education conference, Latino LEAP, I 
 
            2   first heard about 70 or 80 years from Ricardo Sanchez. 
 
            3      Q.  This is separate if the minority Task Force 
 
            4   that you heard about? 
 
            5      A.  Yes. 
 
            6          I had heard, because I had represented us along 
 
            7   with a couple of other people in the multi-racial Task 
 
            8   Force in the education, had heard about -- had heard 
 
            9   word-for-word the provision at a conference in 
 
           10   Olympia, before we lobbied for education of programs 
 
           11   in Olympia with the students. 
 
           12          The first time that I heard "it shall be the 
 
           13   paramount duty," was at that conference. 
 
           14          When the subject came up in the Task Force, we 
 
           15   were already in tune with the responsibility of the 
 
           16   State. 
 
           17          We had lobbied the State endlessly for 
 
           18   educational programs, not only for the City of Seattle 
 
           19   but Yakima, Skagit, the Columbia Basin, blah, blah, 
 
           20   blah -- two blahs --  just kidding. 
 
           21      Q.  So, why was it important to your organization 
 
           22   to participate in this lawsuit, then? 
 
           23      A.  Because we know that funding for the schools is 
 
           24   grossly inadequate, because we have a long history of 
 
           25   lobbying, and pushing, and fund raising, and scraping 
 
 
 
                Dolores A. Rawlins, RPR, CRR, CCR Official Court Reporter, 
206-296-9171 
 
                                                                   2621 
 
 
 
            1   and scrounging for personnel to take up the task, you 
 
            2   know, the Parent Involvement Coordinator that we paid 
 
            3   for from hard earned cash, our own fund raising and 
 
            4   our -- you know, efforts from the United Way or 
 
            5   whatever else. 
 
            6          We knew that we needed to do something bigger, 
 
            7   stronger, more important, more general than just 
 
            8   lobbying from our headquarters on Beacon Hill to 
 
            9   improve the education.  Something needed to be done 
 
           10   that had the force of law behind it. 
 
           11      Q.  Is the achievement gap one of the issues that 
 
           12   your organization works on? 
 
           13      A.  The achievement gap, what -- 
 
           14      Q.  One of the issues that El Centro de la Raza 
 
           15   works on -- is that of concern to you? 
 
           16      A.  I think that it is the issue. 
 
           17          I mean, you know, the teenage -- we just found 
 
           18   out that a Latino women -- children, really -- have 
 
           19   the highest teenage pregnancy rate in the nation of 
 
           20   all of the ethnic groups.  That is reflected in King 
 
           21   County. 
 
           22          We are now starting a campaign this Saturday at 
 
           23   our auction -- annual auction fund-raiser, some of the 
 
           24   money that we raise is going to be to fund an 
 
           25   expert -- an organizer on teenage prevention. 
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            1          The teenage prevention is linked to the 
 
            2   achievement gap.  The achievement gap is linked to, 
 
            3   you know, drugs and hopelessness, and all kinds of 
 
            4   other chaotic conditions in our community. 
 
            5          So that the achievement gap simply means that 
 
            6   historically, scientific, analytically, some students 
 
            7   with some certain characteristics, are going to get 
 
            8   pushed out of the system and in the range of 50 
 
            9   percent or more. 
 
           10      Q.  Is that true for Latino students? 
 
           11      A.  Yes. 
 
           12      Q.  So that the graduation rate for the Latino 
 
           13   student? 
 
           14      A.  Hovers around 50 percent around the state. 
 
           15      Q.  Is that something that you can believe can be 
 
           16   remedied? 
 
           17      A.  Yes, it can be remedied, absolutely. 
 
           18      Q.  Are resources, do you believe, a part of that 
 
           19   solution? 
 
           20      A.  Essential.  That is the biggest problem. 
 
           21      Q.  Why do you say that? 
 
           22      A.  It may not be the entire problem, but it is the 
 
           23   biggest problem. 
 
           24      Q.  Why do you say that? 
 
           25      A.  Because we have seen that we get resources, and 
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            1   we use them, you know, effectively, we can make them 
 
            2   some dramatic changes. 
 
            3          We have seen it in our Child Development Center, 
 
            4   our actual support program, or civil rights curriculum 
 
            5   our Hope For Youth Poetry Program. 
 
            6          Resources; if you don't have the resources, you 
 
            7   don't have the personnel, and everything falls by the 
 
            8   wayside. 
 
            9               MR. ROBB:  I don't have anything further at 
 
           10   this point.  But I want to admit a few exhibits that 
 
           11   we have looked at, but haven't offered yet. 
 
           12               THE COURT:  All right. 
 
           13               MR. ROBB:  Exhibits 571, 573 and 574. 
 
           14               THE COURT:  Let's take them one at a time, 
 
           15   counsel. 
 
           16 
 
           17               MR. ROBB:  We would offer Exhibit 571 
 
           18   first. 
 
           19               THE COURT:  Exhibit 571 is offered. 
 
           20               MS. BASHAW:  No objection. 
 
           21               THE COURT:  Exhibit 571 is admitted. 
 
           22          ( Exhibit No. 571 received in evidence.) 
 
           23               MR. ROBB:  Exhibit 573. 
 
           24               THE COURT:  Exhibit 573 is offered. 
 
           25               MS. BASHAW:  Your Honor, we would object to 
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            1   Exhibit 573, based on the relevance. 
 
            2               Pictures are nice to look at, but this 
 
            3   witness testified, so it is cumulative and the 
 
            4   pictures really aren't relevant to the matters before 
 
            5   the Court today. 
 
            6               MR. ROBB:  I think that they are relevant. 
 
            7   They are illustrative, your Honor. 
 
            8               We would ask that they would be included to 
 
            9   fill out the record.  We didn't -- although we did 
 
           10   talk about the two white women in the background and 
 
           11   other things like that, the whole picture hasn't been 
 
           12   described in the record. 
 
           13               For completeness, we would ask that they 
 
           14   would be included. 
 
           15               THE COURT:  In the proverbial statement 
 
           16   that a picture states a thousand words, Exhibit 573 is 
 
           17   admitted. 
 
           18          ( Exhibit No. 573 received in evidence.) 
 
           19               MR. ROBB:  Thank you, your Honor. 
 
           20               We would also offer Exhibit 574. 
 
           21               MS. BASHAW:  We would object as well, based 
 
           22   on relevance. 
 
           23               Again, this witness is being arrested and 
 
           24   hauled off to jail in the '70s is really not relevant 
 
           25   to the matters before the Court today. 
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            1               MR. ROBB:  I think that it is absolutely 
 
            2   relevant, the kind of action that has been required in 
 
            3   order to try to make some dent in the problems, we 
 
            4   have been talking about here today. 
 
            5               In addition for the same reasons that we 
 
            6   have just discussed about Exhibit 573, we ask that 
 
            7   this also be included in the record. 
 
            8               THE COURT:  So my question would be, who 
 
            9   put in the little bubble over the officers' head? 
 
           10               THE WITNESS:  One of our staff.  It wasn't 
 
           11   there originally. 
 
           12               THE COURT:  It wasn't in the newspaper? 
 
           13               THE WITNESS:  No, it wasn't. 
 
           14               THE COURT:  All right. 
 
           15               I think that I will be giving this evidence 
 
           16   the weight that it is due, Ms. Bashaw. 
 
           17               I will also admit Exhibit 574. 
 
           18          ( Exhibit No. 574 received in evidence.) 
 
           19               MR. ROBB:  Thank you, your Honor. 
 
           20               THE COURT:  All right. 
 
           21               We will have cross examination of 
 
           22   Mr. Maestas at this time. 
 
           23                 CROSS EXAMINATION 
 
           24 
 
           25   BY MS. BASHAW: 
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            1      Q.  Good afternoon, Mr. Maestas. 
 
            2      A.  Good afternoon, amiga. 
 
            3      Q.  I would like to touch back a little bit on your 
 
            4   educational history.  You said that you originally 
 
            5   grew up in New Mexico? 
 
            6      A.  That's correct. 
 
            7      Q.  The State of New Mexico? 
 
            8      A.  The great State of New Mexico. 
 
            9      Q.  What year was it, that you testified that some 
 
           10   teacher told you that you couldn't speak Spanish in 
 
           11   school? 
 
           12          What year was that? 
 
           13      A.  What year was that? 
 
           14      Q.  Yes. 
 
           15      A.  1944. 
 
           16      Q.  I think that you also testified that you, when 
 
           17   you came to Washington and started in the public 
 
           18   schools here, that things didn't go well for you, or 
 
           19   you weren't comfortable, or something like that? 
 
           20          Did I understand that correctly? 
 
           21      A.  Yes, I was in an alienating environment. 
 
           22      Q.  What year was that, when you came to 
 
           23   Washington? 
 
           24      A.  1954 or so, 1953, maybe. 
 
           25      Q.  I think that you also testified that 
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            1   originally, when you first started school, you were 
 
            2   in, there were eight grades that were in one 
 
            3   classroom. 
 
            4      A.  That's correct. 
 
            5      Q.  How many kids were in that classroom? 
 
            6      A.  Probably 35 to 40. 
 
            7      Q.  All right. 
 
            8          Your maternal grandparents wanted you to be in a 
 
            9   different setting, that is why you moved to the town 
 
           10   of Las Vegas? 
 
           11      A.  That's correct. 
 
           12      Q.  Then when you were there in that environment, 
 
           13   you also didn't feel comfortable in that environment 
 
           14   as well; correct? 
 
           15      A.  Yes.  I had a traumatic experience that first 
 
           16   day. 
 
           17      Q.  But despite all of that, you did very well in 
 
           18   school and you got very good grades; is that not true? 
 
           19      A.  I was academically very, very good, very 
 
           20   interested, very attentive, very committed. 
 
           21          My momma, it pleased her greatly for me to bring 
 
           22   home the little symbol A.  So I would work twice as 
 
           23   hard, because I would do anything to please my momma. 
 
           24      Q.  When you left the high school here in 
 
           25   Washington, you hadn't graduated at that point; 
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            1   correct? 
 
            2      A.  That's correct. 
 
            3      Q.  You went on to technical, or what they now call 
 
            4   community colleges? 
 
            5      A.  That is The Edison Technical School on Broadway 
 
            6   and 12th. 
 
            7      Q.  That is now Seattle community college? 
 
            8      A.  Yes. 
 
            9          That was the genesis of Central Seattle 
 
           10   Community College, which was the genesis of the other 
 
           11   three colleges, north and south, definitely. 
 
           12      Q.  What year was it that you were there? 
 
           13      A.  1958, 1957, 1958 is when I graduated from 
 
           14   Edison, with the high school diploma.  I don't believe 
 
           15   that there was such thing as a GED in those days. 
 
           16      Q.  Do you recall what they called it in back then 
 
           17   in 1958? 
 
           18      A.  Edison High School diploma. 
 
           19      Q.  When you were a young child, you actually 
 
           20   didn't like to speak Spanish; correct? 
 
           21      A.  I didn't like to speak Spanish? 
 
           22      Q.  Right. 
 
           23      A.  No. 
 
           24          It is the only one that I knew.  I loved it.  I 
 
           25   thought that it was the only language in the world. 
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            1          But then my uncle came back from the war and 
 
            2   gave me a map of the world and I realized that there 
 
            3   were other people -- I thought that the world was 
 
            4   flat, because the map was flat -- but I could see that 
 
            5   and I would ask what languages do they speak. 
 
            6          Since my uncles had been in the Second World War 
 
            7   in the Pacific, they knew about the Japanese conflict. 
 
            8          So, yes, I always loved Spanish. 
 
            9      Q.  Just a second, Mr. Maestas, if you could. 
 
           10               MS. BASHAW:  May I publish Mr. Maestas' 
 
           11   deposition? 
 
           12               THE COURT:  Deposition of Roberto Maestas 
 
           13   would be published at this time. 
 
           14               (Roberto Maestas deposition is published.) 
 
           15               MS. BASHAW:  May I approach? 
 
           16               THE COURT:  You may approach, counsel. 
 
           17   BY MS. BASHAW: 
 
           18      Q.  I will hand you your deposition -- 
 
           19      A.  Do you want me to -- all right. 
 
           20      Q.  I am going to ask you to follow along with me. 
 
           21          If you would go to page -- first of all, do you 
 
           22   recall that on July 29th, the hottest day of the year, 
 
           23   that we shared the afternoon together and I took your 
 
           24   deposition? 
 
           25      A.  That is when we met. 
 
 
 
                Dolores A. Rawlins, RPR, CRR, CCR Official Court Reporter, 
206-296-9171 
 
                                                                   2630 
 
 
 
            1          I thought that it was an exciting evening.  But 
 
            2   it was hot, you are right. 
 
            3      Q.  Mr. Ahearne was present? 
 
            4      A.  Say that again. 
 
            5      Q.  Your attorney, Mr. Ahearne, was present? 
 
            6      A.  Was he present? 
 
            7          He has got a very forgettable face.  Yes, he was 
 
            8   present -- just kidding. 
 
            9      Q.  It was probably the heat stroke. 
 
           10          Mr. Maestas, if you could turn to page 28? 
 
           11      A.  Page 28. 
 
           12      Q.  I am going to read the question and the answer 
 
           13   and you follow along with me -- we were at this point, 
 
           14   I was asking you about what you did at Franklin High 
 
           15   School. 
 
           16          I think that you testified that you taught 
 
           17   there? 
 
           18      A.  I am sorry, say that again. 
 
           19      Q.  Do you recall testifying that you taught at 
 
           20   Franklin High School? 
 
           21      A.  Yes, absolutely. 
 
           22      Q.  At this part of the deposition, I was asking 
 
           23   you about that.  The question was: 
 
           24      "Question:  What did you teach at Franklin? 
 
           25      "Answer:  I started teaching Spanish, which I had 
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            1      learned to love, after hating it as a kid, as a 
 
            2      younger kid." 
 
            3          Did I read that part of your testimony 
 
            4   correctly? 
 
            5      A.  Yes.  I think that I was talking about my 
 
            6   Spanish heritage and not the language. 
 
            7          You know, under the heat of that day, I may have 
 
            8   gotten a little bit delusional.  But, you know, being 
 
            9   Latino, being Mexican and other names that we were 
 
           10   called, you get to the point, unfortunately, where you 
 
           11   hate yourself and hate that. 
 
           12          But the language itself, I didn't really hate 
 
           13   it.  I got teased because I had an accent.  Maybe I 
 
           14   hated some parts of that, somehow. 
 
           15          But from what I can recall as a kid, I loved 
 
           16   Spanish.  I never rejected it.  Yes. 
 
           17      Q.  All right.  We will chalk that up to the heat 
 
           18   of the day. 
 
           19          Mr. Maestas, El Centro de la Raza gets funding 
 
           20   from the State; does it not? 
 
           21      A.  The State of Washington, yes, we do. 
 
           22      Q.  You get money from CTEDD, CTEDD-TED, which is 
 
           23   the Community Trade and Economic Development 
 
           24   Department? 
 
           25      A.  That is true. 
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            1      Q.  Some of this money that you received from the 
 
            2   CTEDD is passed through money from the federal 
 
            3   government? 
 
            4      A.  That is true. 
 
            5      Q.  Most recently, or last year, from the federal 
 
            6   government, you got about $280,000? 
 
            7      A.  That is correct. 
 
            8      Q.  What do you use the $280,000 for? 
 
            9      A.  It is called the Community Service Block Grant, 
 
           10   what used to be the Office of Economic Opportunity, 
 
           11   which was the federal budget office that directly 
 
           12   funded community action programs. 
 
           13          The term Community Action Programs was the 
 
           14   essential element of the War on Poverty right around 
 
           15   that, that was created by the work of Dr. King and the 
 
           16   African American community, essentially. 
 
           17          Then was when around the time that we got 
 
           18   defunded for the Chicano and English and second 
 
           19   language program, the office of economic opportunity 
 
           20   had a Latino CAP Agency in town that got corrupted and 
 
           21   refunded. 
 
           22          We stepped in and we said, "you know what, we 
 
           23   think that we deserve the CAP designation," CAP, 
 
           24   community action program. 
 
           25          It took a lot of work, but we got it done. 
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            1          We may have been the last CAP agency that was 
 
            2   allowed into that category in the whole country. 
 
            3          So, since then, we have received an allocation, 
 
            4   it used to be 110, then 140, so forth.  Now it is at 
 
            5   280 inflation of it. 
 
            6          It funds the fundamental infrastructure of a 
 
            7   community action agency.  I am sorry to have 
 
            8   elaborate, but that is the essential part of it. 
 
            9          So it pays the rent, the heat, the utilities and 
 
           10   what -- however long that we can stretch it into the 
 
           11   administrative core.  That enabled us to survive some 
 
           12   real mean times historically. 
 
           13      Q.  You also give money from HUD, H-U-D, the 
 
           14   Housing and -- 
 
           15      A.  Urban Development. 
 
           16      Q.  Urban Development, about half a million 
 
           17   dollars? 
 
           18      A.  Well, some of those are one time grants for a 
 
           19   special project.  So it would be nice to have a half a 
 
           20   million every year. 
 
           21          You may be referring to the half a million that 
 
           22   we received several years ago for electrical 
 
           23   replacement of a hundred year-old electrical system of 
 
           24   plumbing and earthquake retrofit. 
 
           25          So we don't expect another infusion like that 
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            1   for -- it depends upon how work hard we work and how 
 
            2   the budget improves, but it is not in the works very 
 
            3   soon. 
 
            4      Q.  Didn't you also receive $250,000 from the 
 
            5   Washington legislature as a donation of those things 
 
            6   that you just spoke of:  Retrofitting, earthquake, 
 
            7   electrical development? 
 
            8      A.  Yes. 
 
            9          It is a combination of funding for -- because in 
 
           10   1994 our 30th anniversary, that would have been 
 
           11   2002 -- the board and the orientation had made a 
 
           12   commitment to the younger generation that we were 
 
           13   going to redo the total infrastructure, which included 
 
           14   the new roof, to the tune of roughly a million 
 
           15   dollars, because it had to be technically updated. 
 
           16          A million dollars to replace 220 windows single 
 
           17   pane that were one hundred years old. 
 
           18          So that the $250,000 you that are referring to 
 
           19   is part of that mix of the over-all reconstruction of 
 
           20   the fundamental infra-structure. 
 
           21      Q.  So you received about half a million from HUD 
 
           22   and another $250,000 from the Washington legislature, 
 
           23   for those things that you just spoke of? 
 
           24      A.  Yes. 
 
           25          And the year before we received $930,000 for the 
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            1   window project from the State of Washington. 
 
            2      Q.  930,000 -- 
 
            3      A.  Which was about $70,000 less than it cost. 
 
            4      Q.  You have also received in terms of the capital 
 
            5   funds from the State of Washington somewhere between 
 
            6   $2 1/2 million and $2 and three-quarter million? 
 
            7      A.  Over what period of time?  In 20 years?  30 
 
            8   years?  Our building is 104 years old. 
 
            9      Q.  Well, at your deposition you said that you 
 
           10   received 2 1/2 to two and three quarter million over 
 
           11   four or five, over the last four or five years from 
 
           12   the State of Washington? 
 
           13      A.  That is probably true. 
 
           14      Q.  Does that sound right? 
 
           15      A.  That sounds right. 
 
           16      Q.  This was capital -- this was money that you 
 
           17   were able to use to renovate the building that you are 
 
           18   in? 
 
           19      A.  That is correct.  All capital fund have to be 
 
           20   devoted to that. 
 
           21      Q.  Your board requires, because of the money that 
 
           22   you get from CTEDD, you are required to have various 
 
           23   types of officials on your board? 
 
           24      A.  Yes, kind of a complicated formulas that the 
 
           25   representative appointed by elected officials, the 
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            1   business sector. 
 
            2          It depends upon the number of directors that the 
 
            3   organization decides to have.  But it will come down 
 
            4   to one-third, one-third, and one-third. 
 
            5          One-third of what I just mentioned and a third 
 
            6   of representatives of organizations that use your 
 
            7   services.  So that automatically means that they have 
 
            8   to be low income. 
 
            9          We have paid real close attention to that 
 
           10   formula and tried to keep it as accurate and 
 
           11   up-to-date as possible. 
 
           12      Q.  One of those positions is a Washington State 
 
           13   legislator, or his or her designee? 
 
           14      A.  There is a State legislator that has appointed 
 
           15   her representative on the board. 
 
           16      Q.  Who is the State legislator who has appointed? 
 
           17      A.  Filipe Guitterez Kenny of the 42nd District, I 
 
           18   think. 
 
           19      Q.  I believe that you testified in response to 
 
           20   questions from Mr. Robb that you said that "resources 
 
           21   were not the entire problem." 
 
           22          Do you recall that? 
 
           23      A.  I recall that. 
 
           24      Q.  So what else besides resources will help the 
 
           25   Latino community, or the Latino students achieve and 
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            1   meet State standards besides State resources? 
 
            2      A.  I think that we have to have university, 
 
            3   colleges of education, to drag them into the 21st 
 
            4   Century. 
 
            5          Because too much of what is being taught in the 
 
            6   College of Education is outdated or not inclusive. 
 
            7          Do you know what I am talking about? 
 
            8          I am talking about minority history or the 
 
            9   women's history.  We have been advocating -- I mean, I 
 
           10   am in the blue ribbon minority advisors committee to 
 
           11   President Emmert and have been for years and years. 
 
           12          We created that committee to advise the 
 
           13   president.  That he needs to get out, push hard to 
 
           14   have women and minorities studies to be required -- 
 
           15   required credit for a teaching certificate, a teaching 
 
           16   degree.  We have not won that battle. 
 
           17          You can be a teacher in a Seattle Public School, 
 
           18   or any school in the State of Washington, with 90 
 
           19   percent non-white kids, and not have one single credit 
 
           20   in the history of minority people, and not have one 
 
           21   single credit on the history of women. 
 
           22          That, I think, is a terrible state of affairs, 
 
           23   because like one Seattle teacher said not so long -- 
 
           24   wrote a book not so long ago, called "We Cannot Teach 
 
           25   What We Don't Know."  He was referring precisely to -- 
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            1   like I was totally unprepared to come and be a teacher 
 
            2   in this system, where you have a 90, or 75, or 80 
 
            3   different cultures, blah, blah, blah.  So that is one 
 
            4   thing. 
 
            5          I think that there is serious societal problem 
 
            6   related to unemployment, economic crisis, which, you 
 
            7   know, comes and goes. 
 
            8          But it is constantly there, particularly for 
 
            9   people of color, and for people who have been on the 
 
           10   margins, which is you can work hard and study hard, 
 
           11   and if you don't have the wherewithal to go to 
 
           12   college, because not everybody is going to go to 
 
           13   college, then what are your options? 
 
           14          Well, the trades -- the trades cost money.  The 
 
           15   trades take time.  Then there is hundreds of 
 
           16   carpenters and plumbers and engineers, that I know of, 
 
           17   in the minority community that don't have a job now 
 
           18   and they are wonderful workers, because there ain't no 
 
           19   jobs. 
 
           20          We have a problem with, you know, economics. 
 
           21          We have a problem with, you know, run away 
 
           22   violence. 
 
           23          We have a problem with run away consumerism. 
 
           24          All of them are part of what forms the 
 
           25   perspective of individuals that come into the 
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            1   classroom.  That children hear about some of the worse 
 
            2   scandals and corruption.  There is a sense of 
 
            3   insecurity.  A sense of nervousness, parents, where is 
 
            4   my next meal coming from, how are we going to pay the 
 
            5   rent. 
 
            6          All of those influence the teaching work that 
 
            7   people have to do.  So that the problems are huge, but 
 
            8   until we devote the kind of resources that the 
 
            9   founding -- the framers of the State constitution of 
 
           10   the State of Washington to the visionary foresight to 
 
           11   say that "it shall be the paramount duty," until we 
 
           12   fund education -- we don't know just how far we can go 
 
           13   to get all of our kids an education that will prepare 
 
           14   them for a job that we hope will be there, and to 
 
           15   participate in the processes of political Democratic 
 
           16   process that shapes decision every day of their lives. 
 
           17      Q.  Now, you testified that there were lots of 
 
           18   problems, besides funding. 
 
           19          I appreciate the explanation that you gave. 
 
           20          Let's look for a minute -- 
 
           21               THE COURT:  Which exhibit, counsel? 
 
           22               MS. BASHAW:  Back at Exhibit 571. 
 
           23               THE COURT:  Thank you. 
 
           24      A.  All right. 
 
           25      Q.  Now Exhibit 571, I think that you testified was 
 
 
 
                Dolores A. Rawlins, RPR, CRR, CCR Official Court Reporter, 
206-296-9171 
 
                                                                   2640 
 
 
 
            1   brochure that describes some of the programs that you 
 
            2   have at El Centro de la Raza? 
 
            3      A.  That is correct. 
 
            4      Q.  El Centro de la Raza has a limited budget; 
 
            5   right? 
 
            6      A.  Very limited. 
 
            7      Q.  I think that you testified about some of the 
 
            8   programs that you have.  You have, if I understand 
 
            9   correctly, you have cultural programs? 
 
           10      A.  Absolutely. 
 
           11      Q.  You said something about human services? 
 
           12      A.  Very many. 
 
           13      Q.  What are you doing in the human services area, 
 
           14   briefly. 
 
           15      A.  Sure. 
 
           16          Food bank, long lines.  Hot meals for homeless, 
 
           17   poor people who can't afford -- homeless -- I mean a 
 
           18   hot meal. 
 
           19          Emergency housing, families coming, three 
 
           20   children, five children, I don't know, got to find 
 
           21   them a place to stay. 
 
           22          Employment, counseling, referrals, family 
 
           23   violence, domestic violence, abuse, endless stream of 
 
           24   people talking about abuse in the work place. 
 
           25          About 10 lawyers come once a month to greet 150 
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            1   to 200 people, first come first serve in Spanish, to 
 
            2   give them a half-an-hour consultation on their legal 
 
            3   problems. 
 
            4          Citizenship courses to achieve, you know, not 
 
            5   citizenship. 
 
            6          English is a second language classes, which are 
 
            7   always over-enlisted. 
 
            8      Q.  Financial literacy? 
 
            9      A.  Financial literacy. 
 
           10      Q.  First-time home buyers? 
 
           11      A.  You got it. 
 
           12      Q.  I think that you mentioned a poetry class? 
 
           13      A.  Absolutely. 
 
           14      Q.  Self esteem? 
 
           15      A.  On and on. 
 
           16      Q.  So you do these other programs in addition to 
 
           17   the preschool education stuff that you just testified 
 
           18   about? 
 
           19      A.  That's correct. 
 
           20      Q.  Why do you do all of these other programs? 
 
           21          If you started out as an educational center, why 
 
           22   are you involving yourself in these other services? 
 
           23      A.  For several reasons. 
 
           24          One, the need is staring you in the face.  "We 
 
           25   ain't got this.  We ain't got food.  We ain't got all 
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            1   this stuff." 
 
            2          Some of this is we are grant driven out of 
 
            3   necessity.  Here is the money for some relief for the 
 
            4   wretched, the poor, the left out, the hungry.  So we 
 
            5   apply. 
 
            6          We think that all of it is interconnected. 
 
            7          If we can stabilize a family, if we can train 
 
            8   them to do things they haven't done before, vis-a-vis 
 
            9   their children's education, see, it is all related, 
 
           10   you know. 
 
           11          If you don't have an adequate education, the 
 
           12   chances of you succeeding and your children succeeding 
 
           13   are remote. 
 
           14          So it is all about education.  But when 
 
           15   education failed to the point where people don't have 
 
           16   a place to stay, children don't -- are homeless, 
 
           17   people are hungry, we couldn't, in all conscious 
 
           18   ignore that, given that we have some recognition -- 
 
           19   some political clout to acquire funding to provide 
 
           20   some relief. 
 
           21          But we are not naive to think that if you have a 
 
           22   thousand El Centro de la Raza, that you would rid 
 
           23   yourself of poverty. 
 
           24          We think that what we first have to do is to 
 
           25   educate our people and starting with the children. 
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            1   The children are our highest priority. 
 
            2          From there we just do our very best to help 
 
            3   those within our life's sphere, regardless of how old 
 
            4   they are, because we have a senior program that have 
 
            5   participants as old as 90 years old, 80, 70, different 
 
            6   culture, different languages. 
 
            7          We provide education fall services to them. 
 
            8   Education is a life-long, you know, activity, forever. 
 
            9   It is that you will never stop learning. 
 
           10          But the framers of the constitution of the State 
 
           11   of Washington in their visionary and revolutionary 
 
           12   perspective are saying that education is the 
 
           13   ultimate -- you know -- goal leveling the playing 
 
           14   field, of giving people a chance at a productive life. 
 
           15          That is why when they say paramount, I am sure 
 
           16   that paramount means pretty much what it means today, 
 
           17   that very, very, very top priority. 
 
           18          That is incredible commitment.  Yet our State 
 
           19   funds that some -- 
 
           20      Q.  Mr. Maestas, I am going to stop you, because 
 
           21   the question really was, why did you have all of these 
 
           22   other programs. 
 
           23      A.  Sorry. 
 
           24      Q.  I believe that you testified that they are 
 
           25   important.  You have to stabilize the family, people 
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            1   have to eat.  Do I understand that correctly, in part? 
 
            2      A.  I think that is correct, although not totally 
 
            3   complete. 
 
            4      Q.  One of the other programs that you have is 
 
            5   Exhibit 572, in that notebook, which is the prenatal 
 
            6   program.  Is that correct? 
 
            7      A.  Yes.  We have an infant mortality program, yes. 
 
            8      Q.  Now, I think that in response to some of 
 
            9   Mr. Robb's questions that you indicated that one of 
 
           10   the indicators to you that the State was not 
 
           11   adequately funding education was the achievement gap. 
 
           12          Did I understand that testimony correctly? 
 
           13      A.  I believe that is true. 
 
           14      Q.  All right. 
 
           15          Are you aware that the achievement gap for the 
 
           16   Latino students in our State has been narrowing over 
 
           17   the last 10 years? 
 
           18      A.  If that is true, that makes me happy.  But I 
 
           19   would have to examine the statistics. 
 
           20      Q.  Would it suggest to you that we are doing 
 
           21   something right? 
 
           22      A.  If there is substantially improvement, then it 
 
           23   means that something positive is happening.  But that 
 
           24   doesn't mean that the job is done. 
 
           25      Q.  Would you also agree, do you not, that you 
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            1   can't guarantee that all students are going to be 
 
            2   successful? 
 
            3      A.  It depends upon what you mean by successful. 
 
            4          If you have my definition, we guarantee that 
 
            5   every student under our guidance is going to be 
 
            6   successful. 
 
            7      Q.  Actually, The Center hasn't reached 100 percent 
 
            8   success in your programs; have you? 
 
            9      A.  As I say, you know, Dr. King said "every one 
 
           10   can be great because every one can serve." 
 
           11          If some of our students, children, the people 
 
           12   who we are guiding in our educational arena, are 
 
           13   serving as a result of that, when they were not 
 
           14   serving before or cared to serve before, then that is 
 
           15   success to me. 
 
           16          Success is not a designer jacket, a Air Jordan 
 
           17   tennis shoes, or BMW.  Success is defined by many 
 
           18   people in many different ways. 
 
           19          What was your question? 
 
           20      Q.  I am not even sure any more. 
 
           21          I think that the question was, that you agreed 
 
           22   when I took your deposition, that the State cannot 
 
           23   guarantee that all students won't be successful? 
 
           24      A.  I agree -- did I agree in the deposition that 
 
           25   the State cannot guarantee? 
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            1      Q.  That's right. 
 
            2      A.  I may have agreed to that, but I must have 
 
            3   provided some caveat. 
 
            4      Q.  Sure. 
 
            5          You also agreed that "there were no guarantees 
 
            6      in life, but that providing an ample education to 
 
            7      develop the potential, the highest potential of the 
 
            8      student.  That is what you believed was the goal"? 
 
            9      A.  Yes. 
 
           10          I think that at this time in my life, I think 
 
           11   that I agree to that.  But since the State of 
 
           12   Washington has not in my lifetime provided ample 
 
           13   education, we don't know what the results could be. 
 
           14      Q.  Are you aware of any State, who has been able 
 
           15   to achieve 100 percent success rate for all of their 
 
           16   students? 
 
           17      A.  State of the United States of America? 
 
           18      Q.  Correct. 
 
           19      A.  No, I am not. 
 
           20      Q.  Are you aware of any country who has been able 
 
           21   to achieve 100 percent success for all of their 
 
           22   students? 
 
           23      A.  I am aware that the United Nations declared, 
 
           24   not long ago, that the little tiny republic near the 
 
           25   tip of Florida, had the highest success rate in the 
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            1   most highly developed educational system of all of the 
 
            2   countries of the developing world. 
 
            3      Q.  Are you talking about that country called Cuba? 
 
            4      A.  I am talking about Cuba. 
 
            5          Then I learned that some of the Western, 
 
            6   Northern European countries had some remarkable 
 
            7   statistics in terms of the numbers of students who, 
 
            8   according to their criteria, are very successful. 
 
            9      Q.  In any event, would you agree that if we can 
 
           10   show improvement in narrowing that achievement gap for 
 
           11   Latino students, that would indicate to you that we 
 
           12   are doing something right in our State? 
 
           13      A.  Did we narrow it one percent?  Half a percent? 
 
           14   10 percent?  5 percent?  It is all relative, let's be 
 
           15   clear. 
 
           16      Q.  Let's say it is around the 10 percent range, 
 
           17   would that indicate to you some significant 
 
           18   improvement? 
 
           19      A.  If the provision that is at stake here is a 
 
           20   paramount duty, was written -- what -- must have been 
 
           21   adopted in 1889 when our State -- territory became a 
 
           22   State.  Am I right? 
 
           23          Let's say that it is 90 or 70, or however many 
 
           24   years old, or 100, you are tell me that you are 
 
           25   satisfied with 10 percent increase in the achievement 
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            1   gap with a long -- that is over a hundred years old? 
 
            2          I don't think that I would buy that. 
 
            3      Q.  I think that my question was:  Would a 
 
            4   narrowing of that achievement gap indicate to you that 
 
            5   we are making improvements in educating the Latino 
 
            6   students? 
 
            7      A.  Yes. 
 
            8          If the numbers hold up and the statistics get 
 
            9   well done and the methodology and the interpretation, 
 
           10   some people have said about the statistics, there are 
 
           11   statistics and statistics and whatever. 
 
           12          But these are statistical about that there is 
 
           13   some significant improvement, we need to apply that, 
 
           14   why not. 
 
           15          But to put it off and put it off, and put it 
 
           16   off, study, study, and study, you remember Gertrude 
 
           17   Stein said, the rose was the only thing that the poet 
 
           18   wants to talk about, "a rose is a rose is a rose"? 
 
           19          Well, a study is a study is a study. 
 
           20          Dr. Frances Contreras introduced at a meeting 
 
           21   this remarkable study that she did on Latino failures 
 
           22   in the education in the State of Washington from the 
 
           23   University of Washington. 
 
           24          She announced it with a great deal of fanfare 
 
           25   and the only thing that was missing was the drum beat. 
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            1   You know what, it was another study. 
 
            2          Guess what?  Latino students are failing 
 
            3   miserably in the State of Washington. 
 
            4          So what? 
 
            5          I didn't want to rain on her parade, but tell me 
 
            6   something new. 
 
            7          What are you saying?  Everybody knows that here; 
 
            8   for 20 years or 30 or 40, however long. 
 
            9      Q.  You wouldn't support the notion of doing yet 
 
           10   another study? 
 
           11      A.  No. 
 
           12          Study upon study, upon study, you know, it is 
 
           13   time to -- you know, if I tell you what -- if we 
 
           14   had -- if we have left it up to the bureaucrats and 
 
           15   politicians, when we founded the El Centro de la Raza, 
 
           16   they will probably be studying when they thought 
 
           17   whether or not it is feasible to find El Centro de la 
 
           18   Raza.  We have to take some action.  We have to do it, 
 
           19   get a study and talk about it and argue about it and 
 
           20   debate it and go to Court over it for the next 20 
 
           21   years. 
 
           22          We do it or we violate the law.  That is it. 
 
           23               MS. BASHAW:  No further questions, your 
 
           24   Honor. 
 
           25               THE COURT:  Thank you, Ms. Bashaw. 
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            1               Mr. Robb. 
 
            2                REDIRECT EXAMINATION 
 
            3 
 
            4   BY MR. ROBB: 
 
            5      Q.  I have a couple more questions, if you will 
 
            6   bear with me. 
 
            7      A.  Sure.  Thank you. 
 
            8      Q.  You have mentioned today, we have used the word 
 
            9   Latino today, also at times you have used the word 
 
           10   Hispanics. 
 
           11          What is the difference between those two terms? 
 
           12      A.  The term Hispanic comes from the Latin word 
 
           13   Hispanics, which was the name of the peninsula that 
 
           14   now includes Portugal and Spain. 
 
           15          So, it is a European word that is kind of 
 
           16   geographic origin. 
 
           17          When the Nixon administration wanted to simplify 
 
           18   things with the Census Bureau, he put together 20, 25, 
 
           19   30 of the most highly paid federal bureaucrats -- 
 
           20   including a friend of mine that I grew up with and saw 
 
           21   me run out of that public school scared to death and 
 
           22   hide in the chicken coop -- because he lived two doors 
 
           23   up from me. 
 
           24          He became a highly placed bureaucrat, the demand 
 
           25   was -- "find a term that fits everybody.  You all 
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            1   decide." 
 
            2          My buddy, Alfonso Ludie, who was part of the 
 
            3   people who took that on has blond hair and blue eyes, 
 
            4   which is all right, perfectly. 
 
            5          The vast majority of the people in that 
 
            6   committee that came up with the name "Hispanic," were 
 
            7   very light skinned.  They did not have an indigenous 
 
            8   features of the people, who are Latino people, who are 
 
            9   Mestizos, right. 
 
           10          They are perfectly happy with the term Hispanic, 
 
           11   because it kind of had the fancy, kind of European. 
 
           12          But most people laugh at that term, because it 
 
           13   is not a term that comes out of the people, right. 
 
           14   Latino has been used for several hundred years.  It is 
 
           15   a very natural term. 
 
           16          If you use a word Hispanic, you will probably 
 
           17   annoy somebody. 
 
           18          If you use the word Latino, nobody gets annoyed, 
 
           19   not even those who prefer the term Hispanic.  I cannot 
 
           20   accept the term.  It is a fraudulent term. 
 
           21      Q.  The State's attorney asked you about your 
 
           22   struggles in the public schools back in the '40s and 
 
           23   the '50s, do you recall that just a moment ago? 
 
           24      A.  With the struggles of the schools in the '40s 
 
           25   and the '50s. 
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            1      Q.  Of your struggles in the schools in the '40s 
 
            2   and the '50s? 
 
            3      A.  Sure, sure, sure. 
 
            4      Q.  Do Latino students today do the schools still 
 
            5   face the same kind of struggles? 
 
            6      A.  Unfortunately, many of them do. 
 
            7          The kind of hysterical kind of political 
 
            8   processes that some politicians cease upon.  They fuel 
 
            9   the anti, you know, at one point it is antiIndian, so 
 
           10   that you have the antiIndian.  The other point it is 
 
           11   antiblack.  Other points it is antiAsian. 
 
           12          Right now it is the fueling the anti-immigrant 
 
           13   issue, heavily, I mean, mean, cruel, terrible stuff. 
 
           14   We are seeing the results of it. 
 
           15          There are some public announcement being 
 
           16   pronounced in different states that encourage people 
 
           17   publicly to kill immigrants, kill them, cut their arms 
 
           18   off.  We saw it.  We have seen it.  We have heard it. 
 
           19   I am not exaggerating. 
 
           20          I can prove to anybody in this courtroom that 
 
           21   that stuff is being fueled heavily.  There is a 
 
           22   national campaign to get Lou Dobbs off of the air 
 
           23   because of his horrible device is unprofessional and 
 
           24   uncheck, pronouncement and immigration situation. 
 
           25      Q.  Do students that you see at the El Centro de la 
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            1   Raza still face the kind of language barriers and 
 
            2   problems that you faced as a young man in the schools? 
 
            3      A.  Many do.  Many do. 
 
            4          I will go, like the State's attorney was 
 
            5   mentioning, there are some beautiful things happening. 
 
            6          The Federal Way School District has a protest to 
 
            7   help them better handle the potential problems that 
 
            8   might arise, because of the cultural misunderstanding 
 
            9   because they now have 25 percent Latinos in the 
 
           10   Tukwila School District. 
 
           11          In the Edmonds School District brought several 
 
           12   principals and their superintendents to talk with some 
 
           13   of our staff, and some of our students, about how best 
 
           14   to, you know, formulate the programs that will bring 
 
           15   people to get along with each other and support each 
 
           16   other and be respectful of each other, et cetera. 
 
           17          Some students in the more isolated areas and 
 
           18   some where there is less students and small growing 
 
           19   minority, like when you have 25 percent, at least you 
 
           20   feel the support around you. 
 
           21          But when you are in some remote, up in the 
 
           22   Skagit Valley, Okanogan area, kids start going to 
 
           23   school where they have never had Latinos, you get 
 
           24   nervousness.  We have the major problems to overcome. 
 
           25      Q.  The State's attorney asked you a series of 
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            1   questions about the funding that you get at El Centro 
 
            2   de la Raza, do you -- through that funding - have 
 
            3   enough resources to provide the educational services 
 
            4   that you have provided to all of the student who 
 
            5   request them? 
 
            6      A.  Almost every program that has lists, like the 
 
            7   children, Child Development Center, and the after 
 
            8   school, have long waiting lists.  We don't foresee us 
 
            9   being able to overcome that problem very soon. 
 
           10          In others, like, the Hope For Youth and the 
 
           11   civil rights curriculum and the empowerment self 
 
           12   esteem curriculum, it is not a question of, it is a 
 
           13   question of just maintaining the funding for the 
 
           14   people, who can conduct the source courses in the 
 
           15   Seattle Public Schools is not one of our founders. 
 
           16          We have to do the work of the public schools 
 
           17   with our own limited resources.  We cannot meet the 
 
           18   need. 
 
           19          We cannot replace the school systems of this 
 
           20   State, as community based organizations.  It has to be 
 
           21   the school system. 
 
           22      Q.  The State's attorney also asked you questions 
 
           23   about the services that you provide to people in 
 
           24   poverty. 
 
           25          Do you recall that? 
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            1      A.  Sure. 
 
            2      Q.  What is the best way through your work in El 
 
            3   Centro de la Raza, have you discovered to break that 
 
            4   cycle of poverty? 
 
            5      A.  There is only one, you know, education, educate 
 
            6   the next generation coming up.  Educate them so that 
 
            7   they can provide an example to their families, to 
 
            8   their neighbors, to be role models, to raise their 
 
            9   kids around books, to -- you know, I mean, I was 
 
           10   lucky.  Two of my daughters are nurses; two are 
 
           11   attorneys. 
 
           12          They were surrounded by books, from the day that 
 
           13   they started to walk.  They could, you know, look at 
 
           14   the books and the pictures and they were exposed to 
 
           15   other cultures. 
 
           16          That is how I broke.  I was brought up in dire 
 
           17   poverty, although there was a great cohesiveness.  We 
 
           18   were still poor, poor, dirt poor. 
 
           19          I broke that cycle through education. 
 
           20      Q.  Now, in response to one of the State's 
 
           21   attorneys questions, you were talking about the word 
 
           22   paramount and the reason why in your mind that the 
 
           23   word paramount is declared paramount in the State. 
 
           24          She cut you off? 
 
           25      A.  I recall that.  It hurt my feelings. 
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            1      Q.  Could you finish your answer, please, to that 
 
            2   question. 
 
            3               MS. BASHAW:  I don't believe that I asked 
 
            4   that question. 
 
            5               So I am not sure what it is that counsel is 
 
            6   asking, but he went off into a totally different topic 
 
            7   from what I had asked. 
 
            8               THE COURT:  There was a question and then 
 
            9   there was a further question Mr. Maestas was still 
 
           10   speaking, without contextualizing it.  Why don't we 
 
           11   follow up with a question now, ask it by Mr. Robb. 
 
           12               THE WITNESS:  Thank you, your Honor. 
 
           13   BY MR. ROBB: 
 
           14      Q.  Could you explain what you believed that the 
 
           15   education is paramount in the State? 
 
           16      A.  Because the people, who framed the constitution 
 
           17   had the foresight to see, if you educate a human being 
 
           18   to the fullest potential adequately that they will 
 
           19   succeed, whatever, you know, we can bicker about and 
 
           20   define and categorize it and characterize success. 
 
           21          But you give somebody an education and they are 
 
           22   going to succeed to one degree or another.  If you 
 
           23   don't, they are going to fail.  So you succeed or you 
 
           24   fail. 
 
           25      Q.  Are you aware of any other State constitution 
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            1   that makes education paramount? 
 
            2      A.  I have been told that ours is the strongest in 
 
            3   the whole, of the whole 50 States. 
 
            4          I have also been told, I think that I have read 
 
            5   it, that we are way down in the number of dollars 
 
            6   allocated per child for education.  That is a 
 
            7   contradiction, a terrible one. 
 
            8      Q.  State's attorney asked you questions about the 
 
            9   narrowing of the achievement gap and made some 
 
           10   statements about the narrowing of the achievement gap. 
 
           11          If that is true, do you attribute that narrowing 
 
           12   to the State funding or to the work of groups like 
 
           13   yours? 
 
           14               MS. BASHAW:  Objection; lack of foundation, 
 
           15   calls for speculation. 
 
           16               THE COURT:  I think that he can give his 
 
           17   opinion on how, what exactly it was based on. 
 
           18               MR. ROBB:  I believe his experience -- 
 
           19               MS. BASHAW:  He wasn't even sure that there 
 
           20   was a, quote, narrowing of the gap. 
 
           21               THE COURT:  That is true. 
 
           22               MS. BASHAW:  This person is a lay person, 
 
           23   doesn't have the foundation to evaluate what the cause 
 
           24   or causes are of that gap, narrowing or not narrowing. 
 
           25               THE COURT:  Mr. Robb, I think that 
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            1   Ms. Bashaw may be correct. 
 
            2               For one, the question assumes facts that 
 
            3   this witness was not really familiar with, which is 
 
            4   the narrowing of the gap. 
 
            5               Therefore, you are asking him to explain 
 
            6   what he thinks caused the narrowing of the gap. 
 
            7               He is not even sure that there is one or 
 
            8   has one. 
 
            9               MR. ROBB:  All right. 
 
           10               THE COURT:  Objection is sustained. 
 
           11   BY MR. ROBB: 
 
           12      Q.  Through your work at El Centro de la Raza, have 
 
           13   you -- do you believe that the programs that you offer 
 
           14   there have contributed to the achievement of the 
 
           15   Latino students whom you serve? 
 
           16      A.  I am sure that it has had an impact, 
 
           17   absolutely, categorically.  I think that I can prove 
 
           18   it. 
 
           19          But I think that when you say or anybody says, 
 
           20   "the programs of El Centro de la Raza," we have the 
 
           21   Human Resource programs that are listed.  There is not 
 
           22   a category that says coalition building, or the 
 
           23   campaign to build the beloved community, which is a 
 
           24   notion of Dr. King. 
 
           25          We build coalitions, like the Latino coalition, 
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            1   the multiracial Task Force proposal coalition, the 
 
            2   preschool childhood coalition.  Those are advocacy 
 
            3   campaigns that lobby pressure strategies, hammer out, 
 
            4   Dah, Dah, Dah, publicize the need to focus on the 
 
            5   education. 
 
            6          So, we have made a tremendous amount of noise 
 
            7   and put tremendous amount of pressure on State 
 
            8   legislators, on a Superintendents of the Public 
 
            9   Instruction, on other school districts that are part 
 
           10   of the State to do something about the achievement 
 
           11   gap. 
 
           12          I wouldn't be surprised, to be honest with you, 
 
           13   that the desperation that School District feel did not 
 
           14   lead to them so readily becoming part of the NEWS 
 
           15   Organization, to sue the State to get the funding that 
 
           16   we need to meet the -- to deal with the pressure that 
 
           17   we are getting from organizing groups across the State 
 
           18   including the Latino groups. 
 
           19      Q.  Let's assume for a moment that that is 10 
 
           20   percent area of achievement gap in the for the Latino 
 
           21   students, just assume that.  Is the work done? 
 
           22      A.  It is never done until we live up to that 
 
           23   provision on the paramount duty.  It is not happening. 
 
           24   It is not happened. 
 
           25          I think that the State of Washington and 
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            1   Governor Christine Gregoire would probably agree from 
 
            2   the State's point of view, they, as powerful, the most 
 
            3   powerful politician at the State level do not think 
 
            4   that the State is meeting the paramount duty to 
 
            5   provide, blah, blah, blah, I think that they would 
 
            6   agree with that. 
 
            7               MR. ROBB:  Thank you. 
 
            8               Nothing further, your Honor. 
 
            9               THE COURT:  Thank you, Mr. Robb. 
 
           10          Ms. Bashaw. 
 
           11               MS. BASHAW:  I think that I will resist and 
 
           12   nothing further, your Honor. 
 
           13               THE COURT:  All right. 
 
           14               Senor Maestas, do you recall the name of 
 
           15   the professor at the UW? 
 
           16               THE WITNESS:  That is part of my life, 
 
           17   Professor Joseph Sommers, S-O-M-M-E-R-S, amazing 
 
           18   brother. 
 
           19               THE COURT:  That is all I have. 
 
           20               Mr. Robb, are you asking your witness to be 
 
           21   excused. 
 
           22               MR. ROBB:  Yes, your Honor. 
 
           23               THE COURT:  Ms. Bashaw. 
 
           24               MS. BASHAW:  No objection. 
 
           25               THE COURT:  Senor Maestas, muchisimo 
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            1   gracias. 
 
            2               THE WITNESS:  Gracias. 
 
            3               THE COURT:  We will take our afternoon 
 
            4   recess at this time for 15 minutes and resume with 
 
            5   petitioners' next witness. 
 
            6               Court is in recess. 
 
            7 
 
            8               (Court was recessed.) 
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